LINWOOD ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Million Minutes Reading Incentive Program

2011-2012
“Reading is SWEET!”
Description:

Our school-wide reading incentive program is called Million Minutes. As a school, we have set a goal to read for one million minutes. Students log the minutes that they have read to earn prizes and help reach our goal. We will have five assemblies this year to celebrate reading. The first assembly was held to kick-off our program. Then, we will have increment assemblies (250,000 Minutes, 500,000 Minutes, etc.) At the end of the year when we reach our goal, we will hold our final assembly for a reading celebration. 
Rules:

· All reading counts! (Independent, class assignments, teacher read-aloud, guest readers, reading at home, etc.) Please note that this may also be at the teacher’s discretion.

· Students keep track of independent reading on recording sheets.

· Parents will need to initial minutes read at home for the minutes to be included in their reading total.

· Teachers and students in PreK-2nd Grade keep track of classroom reading time.

· Teachers tabulate and record minutes from school and home on reading minutes form and send it to the Media Center by Thursday of each week.

· The weekly top readers will be announced on Friday of each week.

· 3rd-5th grade will only log at-home minutes. Independent reading is an on going homework assignment. Please encourage your child to read at home each night.
Incentives and Goal Increments:

· After each 250,000 minute reading increment has been reached, a short assembly program will be held to recognize the top reader and most motivated reader from each class for K-5th grade. These students will receive a medallion or other award.

· Top Readers from each week will be eligible for a drawing for a large prize during the assembly.

· The assembly program will have some form of entertainment such as a story teller, author visit, a story, or a play. 
Individual Incentives

· Students in grades K-5th will be awarded one ticket for every 250 minutes read.

· Tickets may be redeemed for prizes in the Media Center.

· Prizes range from 1-20 tickets, so students may choose whether to spend tickets or save them for larger prizes.

Reaching the 1,000,000 Minute Goal

· When the goal of 1,000,000 minutes has been reached, there will be a short celebration assembly. 
· The Top Reader and Most Motivated Reader for this last increment period will be recognized. 
· The Top Reader of the Year from each classroom will receive a special award.

· Other awards for outstanding achievement in reading will be recognized as well.

Criteria for Reading Awards:
· Top Reader for Each 250,000 Minute Milestone – This will be the student in each classroom who reads and records the most minutes for the milestone period. (This is not a cumulative minutes reward)

· Most Motivated Reader for Each 250,000 Minute Milestone – This student is chosen by their teacher using the following criteria: The student showed significant progress or effort in reading, challenged their own reading level, or showed a genuine interest in improving their reading.

· Top Reader of the Year – A student from each classroom will receive the Top Reader of the Year award for reading and recording the most minutes for the entire year.
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“We Succeed When our Leopards Read.”

