Huntington School Council Meeting

Date: September 6, 2011
Members Present: Parents: Ms. Andreasen; Mr. Engen; Mrs. Engen; Mr. Braunstein; Staff: Mr. Heath, Mrs. Love, Dr. Taylor, and Mrs. Braunstein
Members Absent: None
Call to order:  Mrs. Braunstein
Reflection:  Mrs. Love
Pledge of Allegiance:  Mrs. Braunstein
Approval of Agenda: Mrs. Braunstein distributed the agenda posted pursuant to the Open Meetings Act.  

Moved, seconded, and carried that the school council approve the agenda as presented.

MOTION: Heath; SECOND: Dr. Taylor

VOTE: 8 YES 0 NO

Approval of Minutes:  Mrs. Braunstein distributed the minutes of the May 3, 2011 meeting of the school council.

Moved, seconded, and carried that the school council approve the minutes of the May 3, 2011.

MOTION: Mr. Braunstein; SECOND: Mrs. Love

VOTE: 8 YES 0 NO

Visitors:  none
Report of Principal: 
Dr. Taylor reports that it has been a great start to the school year. HMS has 800+ students enrolled.
8th grade will participate in a mock writing test in November. WriteSource will be scoring the tests this year and the results will be diagnostic and helpful in preparing students for the 8th Grade Writing Assessment.

HMS made AYP again this year. It is more challenging each year for all subpopulations in that they are expected to meet the same requirements as general education students.

School Improvement Plan – Dr. Taylor will present to the Board of Education on September 7, 2011. Our goal is to beat the system average in all areas. 

Mr. Engen noted the drop in math scores from 7th to 8th grade. Dr. Taylor and others explained that it is a more challenging curriculum of 8th grade, as well as the fact that it is a gate year for math.
Old Business – Wall Street extension is still up in the air. The area might be a business park, but the city council is still discussing.

New Business – Mrs. Braunstein asked for nominations for a new President/Chairperson. Mr. Engen nominated Mrs. Engen; Moved (Andreasen), Seconded (Mr. Braunstein) and Carried that the School Council approve Mrs. Engen as President/Chairperson.

Vote: 8 YES 0 NO
HMS has instituted new programs:

HIP (Huntington Instructional Planning) subject area/cross grade level meetings that are held once monthly for teachers to discuss RTI strategies, enrichment strategies and Standards Based activities.

RTI (Response to Intervention) new procedures during our old enrichment time frame where students may be remediated as needed to lower failure rates and improve student achievement on CRCT.

Concerns were discussed about media center issues. Mrs. Holloway (media specialist) has to close the media center during the day so that she can complete her responsibilities, including teaching classes, technology jobs, shelving books, etc. Parents can volunteer in the media center, especially at upcoming book fair.

Adjourn:  Motion – Mr. Engen, Second- Mrs. Love

Vote: 8 YES 0 NO
