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Huntington Middle School

Dancing Divas Tryout Information

Dear Future Divas and Diva Parents,

Congratulations! Your daughter is interested in becoming a member of the Huntington Middle School Dancing Divas dance team for the 2011-2012 school year. Coach Summers and Coach Johnson are both excited about the return of our award winning dance team to Huntington. This letter is to answer any questions that you or your daughter may have about the Dancing Divas. 

PURPOSE OF THE DANCE TEAM

The purpose of the dance team is to build school spirit and promote leadership. It provides a goal for students to attain through good citizenship and service. Dancers may participate in football, basketball, and other activities such as the Christmas Parade and Relay for Life as approved by the principal. The schedule for participation will be determined prior to the season.

EMPHASIS OF DANCING

The emphasis of dancing at the middle school level will be on spirit, leadership, competition, and physical activity. At the middle school level, performing as a dancer should be emphasized to develop the student’s self confidence, poise, and leadership. 

TRYOUTS
Tryouts will begin Monday, August 8, 2011 from 3:00 p.m. until 5:00 p.m. Any sixth, seventh, or eighth grade girl interested must obtain a tryout packet prior to tryouts. The packets will be available Monday, August 1, 2011. 

Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday the girls will dedicate their time to learning the dance material. The actual tryout will not be held until Friday, August 12, 2011. The final dance team list will be posted at 7:00 p.m. on the gymnasium door of Huntington Middle School.  It is very important that your child is present EACH day. We will be learning different segments of the complete dance each day. Failure to be in attendance any day will result in your daughter not knowing the material on the day of tryouts. 

MOST IMPORTANTLY: Your daughter must have a physical on file before the first day of tryouts! 
COST 

The cost for sixth grade girls is approximately $300; the cost for 7th and 8th grade girls is approximately $350. Sixth graders cannot compete in competitions and therefore do not have to pay that fee. I use the term “approximate” because I am diligently working to find the best deals in order to reduce the fees. An exact fee will be available August 1, 2011 on the tryout packet. 

This fee includes uniforms, camp, camp wear, warm-up uniforms, shoes, dance bag, travel expenses, competition fees, and other dance clinic fees. We also have a banquet at the end of the year in which dinner and trophies will be provided. Additionally, this fee will include any team building activities such as bowling, art paintings, and sleepovers (should we have any). 
In this economic time, we are aware that $350 is a lot of money; however, we will use every dollar of your investment wisely and for the benefit of the girls. If your daughter is to make the team, the first $150 dollars will be due Monday, August 15, 2011. We are aware that this is a quick turnaround, but we will be rushed to have warm-ups, shoes, and bags by our first event. If your child is serious about trying out, please begin saving now.
OTHER EXTRACURRICULAR ACTIVITIES
In past years, the dance team was very busy with community and school events. We perform at every basketball game, pep rally, and other school functions such as the HMS Pageant. Also, we complete a dance clinic with the Atlanta Hawks, perform at the Georgia National Fair, Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure, and the Christmas Parade. All of these activities take place in the first semester. The bulk of dance team involvement is done in the first semester (August-December). We will be VERY busy. Therefore, girls WILL NOT be allowed to participate in any other athletic team until after March. If your child is interested in basketball, softball, or any summer/fall sport, she should not tryout for dance team.
GRADES AND CONDUCT
Dance team members are expected to set a good example for their fellow classmates and student body. They should put forth good effort in the classroom and display good citizenship. They should demonstrate respect toward their teachers and peers. Grades and conduct will be checked at the end of each nine (9) week grade reporting period. 

If a dance team member’s conduct does not meet acceptable standards, the dancer will be placed on four weeks probation. Probation is the designated time period set aside for the dancer to improve her conduct. A probationary conference will be held with the parent, teacher, student, and principal. If satisfactory improvement is not forthcoming, she will be dismissed from the dance team without a refund of monies paid. 

CONTACT US
Being a member of the dance team has many rewards and is a valuable experience they will remember for a lifetime. Additionally, your daughter will give pride and spirit to our school, students, and community through her participation. We are delighted to offer your daughter the opportunity to join one of the finest organizations at our school, and we look forward to a successful and great year! If you have any questions concerning this information sheet, dancer roles and responsibilities, or another other questions concerning the dance team, please contact Coach Johnson at kizzy.johnson@hcbe.net OR Coach Summers at amy.barnett@hcbe.net. 
Thank you for your cooperation!

Advisors Coach Summers and Coach Johnson

