6th Grade Jaguar Parent Fast Facts
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What will my student’s schedule be?      2011-2012 6th grade
· A² (Academic Advantage) enrichment/remediation

· 1st Academic

· 2nd Academic

· 2 Connection classes and lunch

· 3rd Academic

· 4th Academic

· How do the teams work?
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Each student will have either 3 or 4 academic teachers.
· On a 3-person-team every teacher will teach social studies.
· Team classes are located close to one another for quick transitions.
· Class change and Lockers
· Teachers are on duty to supervise students before and after school as they enter and leave building.

· Students must walk quietly on the lines at all times while moving throughout the building.

· 6th graders will report to the 6th grade hallway and be seated outside their homeroom each morning.

· Students will have access to their lockers during homeroom, after 2nd period, after 4th period and after school before departing.  Lockers are located inside their homeroom classroom.
· In between classes and also going to lunch, students are supervised and escorted.

· How do I know what materials to buy? 

· Lists will be available this summer and you will receive lists the first day of school along with a syllabus for each class.  Keep in mind everything has to fit in your student’s locker.
· If you choose, you can go ahead and buy the basics:
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· loose leaf paper

· colored pencils and crayons

· 1 or 2, 1-inch binders

· 1 or 2 composition books

· The first few days:

· For the first few days of school, students will need paper, pencil, and lunch only.  
· They will not have lockers until the end of the first week.  
· Locks are on each locker—your student will receive their combination after passing the handbook quiz and returning all papers signed.  We will teach the handbook the first few days of school.
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· Will my student have an agenda and who is responsible for signing it? 

· All 6th graders will receive agendas.
· Each teacher has daily homework, upcoming quizzes, and tests posted on the board.
· Time is not allotted for teachers to record assignments, sign, or check agendas daily.
· Therefore, each day the student is responsible for recording assignments and communicating them to parents.
· If an agenda is lost, students may use a regular notebook.
· Each team will also send parent newsletters to remind you of major tests and projects.  However, your first source of information is your student’s agenda.  
· How can I keep track of my student’s grades?
· Smart web will be up and running so that you can check your student’s grades daily.  A link is available on the BMS website along with instructions.  Just click on Parents and How do I register for Smart Web.
· Please discuss these with your student on a regular basis.  Many questions about grades can be answered by your student.

· Papers are sent home by each teacher as they are graded.  You will not receive a returned work folder.  Ask your student regularly to see their returned work.
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· How do I communicate with teachers? 

· All teachers have e-mail addresses on the BMS website
· http://www.hcbe.net/schools/bonaire-middle-school.aspx
· You can leave a message by phone
· 929-6235

· Contact individual teachers first.  If you have not been able to make contact in 24-48 hours, you can e-mail or call the team leader or front office.  Please keep in mind outside e-mail is often caught by our spam filter.
· All teachers’ working hours at BMS are 7:00 until 3:05

· How do I schedule a conference?
· E-mail, call, or send a note to school 
· Conferences are scheduled as a team with all academic teachers during our planning time.  Planning will be mid-day for the 2011-2012 school year.
· Attendance
· It is essential to your student’s success that they are at school as much as possible.

· Absences for illness, doctor’s appointments, and/or a death in the family are excused.

· Students must bring a note and ask each subject teacher for assignments and return them promptly.  Middle school teachers do not create work packets of missing work for absent students without an excused absence note and a request by the student.   Students will receive zeros for failing to make up class work, homework, quizzes, tests or projects.
· If the absence is unexcused, teachers may decide whether or not to allow the student to make up missing work.
· Please be aware in middle school that almost all subject areas will give a test 1-2 days before each scheduled school break.  Also, tests are given the last 2 days of each 9 week grading period.

· Family vacations will not be excused.  Please do not schedule them at any time school is in session.  The 2011-2012 calendar is available on our website.  Please realize an ill-planned family vacation at the end of the 9 weeks may result in zeros being recorded even for test grades.
· Early Dismissals
· Send a note with your student.  Please list the departure time as 10 minutes earlier than you need to leave to ensure your student is packed up and waiting for you.  

· Do not send an e-mail!  It will be caught in spam filters!
· Students are responsible for notifying teachers of any early dismissal forms.

· Bring a picture ID.
· Dress Code---6 things to think about when shopping!

· Shirts must be tucked in and pants must be worn at the waist.  This may require some students to wear a belt.
· All shorts and skirts must be knee length.

· No undergarments should be exposed.  All clothing should be school appropriate!
· Tight clothing that allows undergarments to be seen through clothing will not be permitted.
· Pants with rips or tears that reveal underlying skin are not allowed.
· Shirts must be long enough that the stomach and back are covered when arms are raised the student is seated.
· Discipline
· At BMS we expect students to ---- 

· Be PREPARED. 

· Be ENGAGED.

· Be RESPECTFUL.

· In 6th grade the most frequent discipline issues are:
· Not following the dress code
· Horseplay (not keeping hands, feet and objects to yourself)
· Candy/Gum
· Not prepared for class and/or not working as directed
· Minor disrespect to classmates or the teacher
· Talking
· Failure to communicate with parents
· Promotion
· 6th graders must have a passing average of 70% in all four academic classes and 1 connections class to be promoted to the 7th grade.
· Grades are given over 4 different 9-week periods.  At the end of each 9-week grading period, you will receive a report card stating your student’s overall performance for that 9-week period.  When the next 9-week period begins, the grading starts over for each course. At the end of the year, the final grades for each of the 4 grading periods are averaged.

Math 

1st 9 weeks   84
2nd 9 weeks   78
3rd  9 weeks  82 
4th 9 weeks  79            FINAL MATH YEARLY AVERAGE= 81

· What extra help is available for my student?
· Each teacher has a scheduled tutoring day after school.  

· Students will also receive remediation during the A² morning schedule.

· Counselors are available for some emotional, behavioral and motivational sessions. 
