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Estimados Estudiantes y Padres,

El Sistema Escolar del Condado de Houston sabe que este verano
es un tiempo muy ocupado y muy divertido. Le deseamos que lo disfrute
mucho y que se mantenga seguro, pero queremos animar a los estudiantes
a que incluyan la lectura como parte de su diversion en este verano. Este
ano queremos introducir una manera nueva de lectura para el verano que
compromete nuestro compromiso de aprendizaje para toda la vida y las
ultimas investigaciones en el campo de literatura para adolescentes. Estas
investigaciones apoyan la idea que los estudiantes tienen la oportunidad
de escoger las selecciones de la literatura y material de literatura que mas
les guste para obtener una apreciaciéon mas profunda de esta. Al final de
este afio, estamos proveyendo una lista de textos como recurso para los
padres y estudiantes para que sea usada cuando se haga la eleccion de las
selecciones de lectura. Los estudiantes deberan usar la forma de
recopilacion para anotar su lectura y esta debera ser entregada al
maestro/a de Artes del Lenguaje de Ingles durante la primera semana de
escuela.

Aconsejamos a los padres a que asistan a su estudiante en la
seleccion del material de lectura para que sea apropiado para su edad, su
habilidad de lectura, intereses y nivel de madurez. Como padres, usted
conoce a su estudiante mejor que nadie. Cuando le ayude a el/ella a
seleccionar un libro para leer, tenga varias cosas presentes: Que le interesa
a su hijo/a? el/ella prefiere ficcion, no ficcion, ficcion histoérica, fantasia,
etc.? Hay un autor en particular que a ellos/ellas les gusta leer? Cual es el
nivel de de habilidad de lectura de ellos/ellas? Para su conveniencia,
hemos incluido informacion de género, una anotacion corta, 1éxico y la
medida de la Guia de Lectura para cada libro. El nivel de la Guia de Lectura
fue desarrollado por Fountas y Pinnell y es basado en criterio tal como
vocabulario, complejidad de oraciones, libro, y cualidades de impresion
(i.e. paginas e ilustraciones), estructura de texto (i.e. memorias), temas e
ideas. De acuerdo con Metametrics, la compania que provee Léxicos, “Los
Léxicos mide de lo que el libro se refiere solo para identificar la dificultad
del texto. Los Léxicos no miden ni tienen en consideracion el significado ni
el contenido del libro. La medida del los Léxicos es basada en dos
preeditores establecidos muy buenos, que tan dificil es un texto de
comprender: frecuencia de palabras y largor de oraciones. Muchos factores
diferentes a estos afecta la relacion entre el lector y el libro, incluyendo el
contenido, la edad, los intereses del lector y el disefio del actual libro. La
medida de los léxicos es un buen punto de partida en el proceso de
seleccion de un libro, con otros factores que se deben tomar en
consideracion.”

Cuando su estudiante haya seleccionado un texto para leer, estas
son las diferentes opciones para obtener el libro. Primero, revise la
disponibilidad del libro en la libreria local. Otra opcién para obtener el
libro de lectura para el verano es comprar una copia de este en una tienda
de libros local o en linea.

Esperamos que tengan un maravilloso verano. Feliz lectura!



Summer Reading Resource List 6-8

Example: Genre Lexile
Fantasy and Science Fiction

Title and
Author

Description

Levine, G.C., Fairest
A spellbinding tale of adventure, romance, and song

Fantasy and Science Fiction

Levine, G.C., Fairest
A spellbinding tale of adventure, romance, and song

Collins, S., Gregor the Overlander series

When Gregor and his two-year-old sister are pulled into an underground world, they trigger an
epic battle involving men, bats, rats, cockroaches, and spiders while on a quest foretold by ancient
prophecy. Book one in the Underland Chronicles series.

Shan, D., Cirque du Freak series

Two boys who are best friends visit an illegal freak show, where an encounter with a vampire and
a spider forces them to make life-changing choices. Contains mild language and sexual themes.
Farmer, N., House of Scorpion

A sci-fi thriller about a young clone struggling for acceptance in his tumultuous, sheltered world.

Lowery, L., Gossamer
There is method to the madness of dreams...

MacHale, D.H., Pendragon series
Bobby is a seemingly normal fourteen-year-old boy. But there is something very special about
Bobby. He is going to save the world.

Paver, M., Wolf Brother

Twelve-year-old Tarak and his guide, a wolf cub, set out on a dangerous journey to fulfill an oath
the boy made to his dying father--to travel to the Mountain of the World Spirit seeking a way to
destroy a demon-possessed bear that threatens all the clans.

White, A., No Child's Game: Surviving Antarctica Reality TV 2083

In the year 2083, five fourteen-year-olds reenact Scott's 1910-1913 expedition to the South Pole as
contestants on a reality tv show, secretly aided by a Department of Entertainment employee.
DuPrau, J., City of Ember series

In the year 241, twelve-year-old Lina trades jobs on Assignment Day to be a Messenger to run to
new places in her city, perhaps even to glimpse Unknown Regions. Book one in the Ember series.
Clements, A., Things Not Seen

When fifteen-year-old Bobby wakes up and finds himself invisible, he and his parents and his new
blind friend Alicia try to find out what caused his condition and how to reverse it.

Coombs, K., The Runaway Princess

Fifteen-year-old Princess Meg uses magic and her wits to rescue a baby dragon and escape the
unwanted attentions of princes hoping to gain her hand in marriage through a contest arranged by
her father, the king.

Meiling, O.R., Hunter's Moon

Gwen travels to Ireland to visit her cousin, expecting a summer of backpacking, late nights, and
the usual road trip adventures.

Patterson, J., Maximum Ride: The Angel Experiment

After the mutant Erasers abduct the youngest member of their group, the "bird kids," who are the
result of genetic experimentation, take off in pursuit and find themselves struggling to understand
their own origins and purpose.

Etchemendy, N., Power of Un

When he is given a device that will allow him to "undo" what has happened in the past, Gib is not
sure what event he should change in order to keep his sister from being hit by a truck.

Lowrey, L., Messenger
In this novel that unites characters from "The Giver" and "Gathering Blue," Matty, a young member
of a utopian community that values honesty, conceals a healing power he cannot explain.

Gaiman, N., Coraline

Telling the difference between reality and illusion can sometimes mean your soul.

Riordan, R., Lightning Thief

Percy, expelled from six schools for being unable to control his temper, learns that his father is the
Greek god Poseidon, and is sent to Camp Half Blood where he is befriended by a satyr and the
demigod daughter of Athena who join him in a journey to the Underworld to retrieve Zeus's
lightning bolt and prevent a war. Book one in the Percy Jackson and the Olympians series.

Smith, R., Cryptid Hunters

Twins, along with a mysterious uncle, are dropped into the middle of the Congolese jungle in
search of their photojournalist parents.
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Oppel, K., Airborn

Matt, a young cabin boy aboard an airship, and Kate, a wealthy young girl traveling with her
chaperone, team up to search for the existence of mysterious winged creatures reportedly living
hundreds of feet above the Earth's surface.

Rupp, R., Journey to the Blue Moon
After a gang of talking rats transports a boy to the moon, he gains a new perspective on time.

Funke, C., Inkheart series
One cruel night, Meggie's father reads aloud from INKHEART, and an evil ruler escapes the
boundaries of fiction, landing instead in their living room. Book one in the Inkheart series.

Pattou, E., East
A young woman journeys to a distant castle on the back of a great white bear who is the victim of
a cruel enchantment.

Tolkien, J.R.R., The Hobbit
This tale creates the fantasy called middle earth and its dwarf-like creatures, the hobbits. Book
one of the Lord of the Rings trilogy.

Snyder, Z.K., The Egypt Game
It was only a game for six children until an oracle told the truth and a murderer appeared...

Fiction

Choldenko, G., Al Capone Does My Shirts

Moose Flannagan moves with his family to Alcatraz so his dad can work as a prison guard and his
autistic sister, Natalie, can attend a special school. Contains mild language and sexual themes.

Woods, B., Emako Blue

Monterey, Savannah, Jamal, and Eddie have never had much to do with each other until Emako
Blue shows up at chorus practice, but just as the lives of the five Los Angeles high school students
become intertwined, tragedy tears them apart.

Hobbs, V., Sheep

After a fire destroys the farm where he was born, a border collie acquires a series of owners and
learns about life as he seeks a home and longs to fulfill his life's purpose of shepherding sheep.
Gauthier, G., Happy Kid

After his mother bribes him into reading a self-help book on how to form satisfying relationships
and enjoy a happy life, cynical eighth-grader Kyle finds there may be more to the book than he
realized.

Graff, L., The Thing About Georgie

Georgie's dwarfism causes problems, but he could always rely on his parents, his best friend, and
classmate Jeanie the Meanie's teasing, until a surprising announcement, a new boy in school, and a
class project shake things up.

Lupica, M., Miracle on 49th Street
Josh is MVP of the Celtics and a media darling with a spotless reputation. He hasitall . . .
including a daughter he never knew.

Clements, A., No Talking
The noisy fifth grade boys of Laketon Elementary School challenge the equally loud fifth grade
girls to a "no talking" contest.

Lupica, M., Summer Ball

When you're the smallest kid playing a big man's game, the challenges never stop-especially when
your name is Danny Walker.

Lupica, M., Travel Team

Danny Walker may be the smallest kid on the basketball court--but no one plays with more heart
or court sense.

Lupica, M., Heat

Michael has a pitching arm that throws serious heat. But his firepower is nothing compared to his
day-to-day life.

Stanley, D., Bella at Midnight

Bella's peasant life is changed when her father, a knight who abandoned her when she was a baby,
reclaims her, moving her to his home where she lives with a stepmother and two horrible
stepsisters and learns about a plot to Kill her friend, Prince Julian.

Gantos, J., Joey Pigza Swallowed the Key

To the constant disappointment of his mother and his teachers, Joey has trouble paying attention
or controlling his mood swings when his prescription medications wear off and he starts getting
worked up and acting wired.

Wheeler, L., Seadogs: An Epic Ocean Operetta

Canines tell the story of what happens when Old Seadog decides to take one last sail with his
friends in search of treasure.

Curtis, C.P., Bucking the Sarge

Deeply involved in his cold and manipulative mother's shady business dealings in Flint, Michigan,
fourteen-year-old Luther keeps a sense of humor while running the Happy Neighbor Group Home
For Men, all the while dreaming of going to college and becoming a philosopher. Contains mild
language and sexual themes.
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Historical Fiction

Spinelli, J., Milkweed
A street child, known to himself only as Stopthief, finds community when he is taken in by a band
of orphans in Warsaw ghetto which helps him weather the horrors of the Nazi regime.

Park, L.S., When My Name Was Keoko
With national pride and fear, a brother and sister face the increasingly oppressive occupation of
Korea by Japan during World War II, which threatens to suppress Korean culture entirely.

Bloor, E., London Calling
Martin Conway comes from a family filled with heroes and disgraces. His grandfather was a
statesman who worked at the US Embassy in London during WWIL. Contains mild language.

Collier, J.L., The Empty Mirror

Nick is an orphan who has grown up in his uncle Jack's care on the wild, wooded coast of New
England. His parents died when he was a baby during a terrible influenza epidemic that swept the
region not long after World War L

Avi, True Confessions of Charlotte Doyle

On a trans-Atlantic voyage, Charlotte learns the captain is murderous and the crew is rebellious.
Ellis, D., Mud City

Shauzia dreams of seeing the ocean and eventually making a new life in France, but it is hard to
reconcile that dream with the terrible conditions of the Afghan refugee camp where she lives.

Kadohata, C., Weed Flower

Sumiko feels her life has been made up of two parts: before Pearl Harbor and after it.

Ryan, P.M., Esperanza Rising

Esperanza and her mother are forced to leave their life of wealth and privilege in Mexico to go
work in the labor camps of Southern California, where they must adapt to the harsh circumstances
facing Mexican farm workers on the eve of the Great Depression.

Smiith, R., Elephant Run

Nick's father and others are taken prisoner when his plantation in Burma is invaded by the
Japanese, leaving Nick and Mya to risk their lives in order to free them from the POW camp.
Carbone, D., Blood on the River James Town 1607

Traveling to the New World in 1606 as the page to Captain John Smith, twelve-year-old orphan
Samuel Collier settles in the new colony of James Town, where he must quickly learn to
distinguish between friend and foe.

Dahlberg, M., The Story of Jonas

In the mid-1800s, a slave boy dreams of escaping to freedom while on a journey with his master's
n'er-do-well son.

White, R., Way Down Deep

In the West Virginia town of Way Down Deep in the 1950s, a foundling called Ruby June is happily
living with Miss Arbutus at the local boarding house when suddenly, after the arrival of a family of
outsiders, the mystery of Ruby's past begins to unravel.

Klein, L., Two Girls of Gettysburg

Two cousins encounter different experiences with war as the Battle of Gettysburg is waged.

Konigsburg, E.L., The Outcasts of 19 Schuyler Place

In this follow-up to E. L. Konigsburg's Silent to the Bone, the Newbery Medal-winning author
focuses her attention on the history of Margaret Rose Kane, Connor's half sister, taking readers
back to 1983 and Margaret's surefooted effort to keep her uncles' towers from being destroyed.

Hahn, M.D., Promises to the Dead
Jesse leaves home to help a runaway slave find a safe haven in the early days of the Civil War.

Paulsen, G., The Legend of Bass Reeves

The story of Bass Reeves who was born a slave and later became one of the most respected federal
marshals in Oklahoma and Texas.

Beals, M., Warriors Don't Cry

In 1957, Melba Pattillo became a warrior on the front lines of a civil rights firestorm. Following the
1954 Supreme Court ruling, Brown v. Board of Education, Melba was one of nine teenagers chosen

to integrate Little Rock's Central High School.

Hunt, L., Lottery Rose

Abused by his mother and her boyfriend, Georgie Burgess learns to hide his hurt. When Georgie
wins a small rosebush in a grocery store lottery, he gives it all the love and caring he has never
had. His life begins to open up when the courts send him to a home for boys. Slowly, and not
without pain, Georgie learns to give--and to receive love. Contains themes of child abuse.

Cushman, K., The Midwife's Apprentice

In medieval England, a homeless girl gains the three things she most wants: a full belly, a
contented heart, and a home.

Nonfiction

Orlev, U., Run, Boy, Run

A boy escapes the Warsaw Ghetto and survives the war in the Nazi-occupied Polish countryside.
Schyffert, B.U., The Man Who Went to the Far Side of the Moon

Describes the experiences of Apollo 11 astronaut Michael Collins as he circled the moon while Neil

Armstrong and Buzz Aldrin walked on it; and explains what everyday life was like on "Columbia,"
presents background on the three astronauts, and includes photos of Collins and his family.
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Greenberg, J. and Jordan, S., Runaway Girl: The Artist Louise Bourgeois

Alook at the life and work of sculptor Louise Bourgeois. Known for her graphic, sometimes
disturbing, yet always personal artworks, Bourgeois broke down barriers for women in the male-
dominated art world as she struggled to make sense of her past.

Lawlor, L., Magnificent Voyage: An American Adventurer on Captain James Cook's Final
Expedition

Survive Middle School, then Survive THIS!

Berger, M., Mummies of the Pharaohs: Exploring the Valley of the Kings

A fascinating look at the famed Valley of the Kings, where over 50 of the pharaohs of Ancient
Egypt's New Kingdom were buried, including King Tutankhamun with all his splendid treasures,
Ramses II, Akhenaten, and more.

Gutman, D., Baseball’s Biggest Bloopers: The Games That Got Away

Some ball players are remembered for their home runs and great plays--but imagine being famous
for blowing the game. Offering play-by-play descriptions of the games, historical trivia, and
lifetime statistics of key players, this book shows how life goes on even after the worst moments--
and how a little mistake can sometimes make a very big difference.

Fleming, C., Ben Franklin's Almanac: Being a True Account of the Good Gentlemen's Life
Brings together eighteenth century etchings, artifacts, and quotations to create a scrapbook of the
life of Benjamin Franklin.

Partridge, E., This Land was Made for You and Me: The Life and Songs of Woody Guthrie
A biography of Woody Guthrie, telling about his travels throughout the U.S. and discussing how
his experiences influenced his music.

Fleischman, J., Phineas Gage: A Gruesome but True Story about Brain Science

A railroad construction foreman, Phineas was blasting rock near Cavendish, Vermont, in 1848
when a thirteen-pound iron rod was shot through his brain. Miraculously, he survived another
eleven years and became a textbook case in brain science.

Cummins, J., Tomboy of the Air: Daredevil Pilot Blanche Stuart Scott
While American women were fighting for their right to vote, Blanche Stuart Scott asserted her right
to fly. She had always been a daredevil and couldn't resist the temptation...

Murphy, J., An American Plague: The True and Terrifying Story of the Yellow Fever Epidemic
of 1793

Provides an account of the yellow fever epidemic that swept through Philadelphia, discussing the
chaos that erupted when people evacuated in droves, leaving the city without government, goods,
or services, and examining efforts by physicians, the Free African Society, and care for the sick.
Ross, V., The Road to There: Mapmakers and Their Stories

Describes the lives and inspirations of several important mapmakers throughout history, such as
Cheng Ho, Captain James Cook, and Phyllis Pearsall, and includes map reproductions.

Philbrick, N., Revenge of the Whale: The True Story of the Whaleship Essex

Recounts the 1820 sinking of the whaleship "Essex" by an enraged sperm whale and how the crew of
young men survived against impossible odds. Based on the author's book "In the Heart of the Sea."

Crowe, C., Getting Away With Murder: The True Story of the Emmett Till Case
A persuasive text regarding domestic violence in America.

Bredeson, C., After the Last Dog Died: The True-Life, Hair-Raising Adventure of Douglas Mawson
and His 1912 Antarctic Expedition

Describes the life and career of the Australian explorer, Sir Doulgas Mawson, focusing on his 1912
scientific expedition to Antarctica.

Poetry and Short Stories

Nelson, M., Carver, a Life in Poems

A collection of poems that provide a portrait of the life of African-American botanist and inventor
George Washington Carver.

Nye, N.S., What Have You Lost?
A collection of poems on all kinds of loss.

Woodson, J., Locomotion

Inspired by his teacher, eleven-year-old Lonnie begins to write about his life in a series of poems in
which he discusses his feelings about his friends, his foster mom, his little sister Lili, and the
death of his parents.

Realistic Fiction

Coy, J., Crackback

When Miles Manning, a successful high school football player, discovers his teammates are using
steroids--and one of them is his best friend--he's faced with a tough decision: Is he willing to do
what it takes to win?

Bunting, E., Summer of Riley

"Maybe that's the reason people get dogs, to kind of close up the empty places inside them."
Spinelli, J., Crash

Seventh-grader John "Crash" Coogan has always been comfortable with his tough, aggressive
behavior, until his relationship with an unusual Quaker boy and his grandfather's stroke make him
consider the meaning of friendship and the importance of family.
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Friend, N., Perfect

Following the death of her father, a thirteen-year-old uses bulimia to avoid her mother's and
sister's grief, as well as her own.

Spinelli, J., Stargirl

A teen who animates quiet Mica High with her colorful personality, suddenly finds herself
shunned for her refusal to conform.

Spinelli, J., Eggs

Mourning the loss of his mother, nine-year-old David forms an unlikely friendship with
independent, quirky Primrose, as the two help each other deal with what is missing in their lives.

Erenhaft, D., Last Dog on Earth
Logan hates everyone. The father who abandoned him. The stepfather who wants to control him.
Kids who get in his face. Everyone.

Hobbs, V., Defiance
Toby, a cancer patient, learns lessons about living and dying from an elderly poet and her cow.

Woodson, J., Hush
Toswiah finds her life changed when her family enters the witness protection program.

Giff, P.R., Pictures of Hollis Woods
A troublesome twelve-year-old orphan, staying with an elderly artist who needs her, remembers
the only other time she was happy in a foster home, with a family that seemed to care about her.

Codell, E.R., Sahara Special

Struggling with school and her feelings since her father left, Sahara gets a fresh start with a unique
teacher who supports her writing talents and the individuality of each of her classmates.

Flake, S., The Skin I'm In

Maleeka, uncomfortable because her skin is extremely dark, meets a new teacher with a birthmark
on her face and makes some discoveries about how to love who she is and what she looks like.
Hobbs, W., Crossing the Wire

When falling crop prices threaten his family with starvation, Victor Flores heads north to to "cross
the wire" from Mexico into the United States so he can find work and send money home.

Lowery, L., Truth and Salsa

Having moved from Michigan to live with her grandmother in Mexico, Hayley tries to sort out her
feelings about her parents' separation while also helping some townsmen.

Park, B., The Graduation of Jake Moon

Jake recalls how he has spent the last four years watching his grandfather descend slowly into the
horrors of Alzheimer's disease.

Draper, S., Tears of a Tiger
The death of high school basketball star Rob Washington in an car accident affects the lives of his
friend Andy, who was driving the car, and many others in the school. Mature subject matter.

Van Draanan, W., Flipped

Two teenagers describe how their feelings about themselves, each other, and their families have
changed over the years.

Wallace, R., Double Fake

Two friends look forward to a season of soccer with the YMCA summer league.

Park, B., Mick Harte Was Here
Phoebe recalls the death of her younger brother Mick in a bicycle accident, which might not have
been fatal had he been wearing his helmet, and how she and her family reacted to the tragedy.

Korman, G., Schooled
Capricorn has never watched television, never heard of a Starbucks, and never attended school,
but he knows how to drive a car.

Mikaelsen, B., Petey

In 1922, Petey, who has cerebral palsy, is misdiagnosed as an idiot and institutionalized; sixty
years later, still in the institution, he befriends a boy and shares with him the joy of life.

Sheth, K., Blue Jasmine

When Seema moves to Iowa City with her parents and younger sister, she leaves friends and family
behind in her native India but gradually begins to feel at home in her new country.

Shusterman, N., Unwind

Three teens embark upon a cross-country journey in order to escape from a society that salvages
body parts from children

Bauer, M.D., On My Honor

When his friend drowns while they are both swimming in a river, Joel is devastated and terrified at
having to tell both sets of parents the terrible consequences of their disobedience.

Draper, S., Double Dutch
Three eighth-grade friends, preparing for the jump rope competition in their home town, cope
with Randy's missing father, Delia's inability to read, and Yo Yo's encounter with the class bullies.

Hiaasen, C., Hoot

Unfortunately, Roy's first acquaintance in Florida is Dana Matherson, a well-known bully.
Westerfeld, S., Uglies Trilogy

Tally is faced with a choice when her new friend decides to risk life on the outside rather than
submit to the forced operation that turns girls into gorgeous beauties, and realizes that there is a
whole new side to the pretty world that she doesn't like. Uglies is book one in the trilogy.
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Lord, C., Rules
Frustrated at life with an autistic brother, twelve-year-old Catherine longs for a normal existence
but her world is further complicated by a friendship with a young paraplegic.

Peck, R., Here Lies the Librarian

Eleanor "Peewee" McGrath, a tomboy and automobile enthusiast, discovers new possibilities for her
future after the 1914 arrival in her small Indiana town of four young librarians.

Smith, R., Peak

A fourteen-year-old boy attempts to be the youngest person to reach the top of Mount Everest.
Jones, K., Sand Dollar Summer

When twelve-year-old Lise spends the summer on an island in Maine with her self-reliant mother
and bright--but oddly mute--younger brother, her formerly safe world is complicated by an aged
Indian neighbor, her mother's childhood friend, and a hurricane.

Yee, L., Millicent Min: Girl Genius

In a series of journal entries, eleven-year-old child prodigy Millicent Min records her struggles to
learn to play volleyball, tutor her enemy, deal with her grandmother's departure, and make friends
over the course of a tumultuous summer.

Avi, Traitor's Gate

John Huffam is sure the tall man's beard is false. He's sure of little else in November 1849, the
year he is fourteen, the year his father is sentenced to London's Whitecross Street Prison.

Holmes, S., Letters from Rapunzel

Through a series of letters written to a post office box, twelve-year-old Cadence describes her
father's hospitalization for depression, her subsequent problems at school, and her hope that the
mysterious recipient will help her find a happy ending.

Hill, K., Do Not Pass Go

When Deet's father is jailed for using drugs, Deet learns that prison is not what he expected, nor
are other people necessarily the way he thought they were.

Weeks, S., So B. It

After spending her life with her mentally retarded mother and agoraphobic neighbor, twelve-year-
old Heidi sets out from Reno, Nevada, to New York to find out who she is.

Rorby, G., Hurt Go Happy

Joey Willis has been deaf since age six, but her mother has refused to let her learn sign language,
leaving Joey struggling to connect with those around her until she meets Dr. Mansell and his baby
chimpanzee, who secretly teach Joey how to sign.

Sonnenblick, J., Drums, Girls, and Dangerous Pie

When his brother is diagnosed with leukemia, Steven deals with his emotions, his school life, and
his desire to support his family.

London, J. Call of the Wild

The courageous dog Buck’s struggle to survive and the great gold rush in Klondike, Alaska
Philbrick, R., Freak the Mighty

At the beginning of eighth grade, learning disabled Max and his new friend Freak, whose birth
defect has affected his body but not his brilliant mind, find that when they combine forces they
make a powerful team.

Flake, S., Begging for Change

Raspberry Hill tries to sort out her confused feelings of disgust, shame, and love for her homeless,
drug addicted father and worries that she may have inherited his lying and stealing ways.
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