Morningside Elementary

Parental Involvement

Morningside Elementary began a partnership with the National Parent Coalition in 2005.  The coalition follows adopted national standards for parent involvement.  As part of the National Parent Coalition, a Parent Involvement Committee was created, involving teacher representatives from all areas and parents.  With the implementation of the Parent Involvement Committee in the 2005 school year, Morningside made dramatic moves to increase parent involvement in the school.  

The mission of the Morningside Elementary School Parent Involvement Committee is to create an open door environment in the school where teachers, parents, and community work together to create life long learners.
The goals of the Parent Involvement Committee are as follows:

1. Make parents and community members feel comfortable and welcome with our school and classrooms.

2. Work together with parents to develop a common language between home and school.

3. Create an exciting and motivating school climate that welcomes home-school interaction.

Morningside has worked to institute a parent involvement plan.  This plan directly links to our school-wide goals and was developed through the input of parents, teachers, and staff on the parent involvement team and was brought before the staff.

Before the school year begins, rising second graders have the opportunity to tour the school.  Each year, as the new school year begins, parents and their children are encouraged to attend “Meet & Greet” the day before school opens to meet the teachers and see the building.  Within the first couple of weeks of school an open house is held to address school wide policies, meet the teachers, tour the building, and sign up for PTO (Parent Teacher Organization) committees.  Open House is also a time when parents receive classroom guidelines and hear about learning in a standards-based environment.

The Board of Education policy requires all volunteers to pass a security background check.  Parents are encouraged to attend a volunteer training in the fall of the year.  At the volunteer training, parents are informed of all of the opportunities for volunteering and ways they can help out through the school.

Parents are always welcome at Morningside Elementary.  Family workshops are held each year on topics of interest determined from parent surveys at the beginning of the year.  Parents are invited to lunch at Thanksgiving and Christmas.  Throughout the year parents are welcome to eat with their child on any given day.   Each homeroom also invites parents to special activities during the year.

Parents are utilized as test monitors, field trip chaperones, room mothers/fathers, teacher substitutes (if approved by county guidelines), book fair workers, classroom and media assistants, and School Council members.  Parents are also our primary means of running and upkeep of our Accelerated Store.  In addition to the parent involvement on the school level, parents are also involved in the Parent Teacher Organization, a vital organization in uniting our school community and funding our many school projects.
Another initiative of the Parent Involvement Committee has been to plan monthly parent activities.  These PATTS activities, Parents and Teachers Teaching Students, help to bring parents into the school setting to participate in the education and learning of their children.  Some of these PATTS activities include an Author’s Tea in which students share their writing and math activities through the 100th day of school.  Morningside Elementary also holds an additional open house in January.  During this time, parents receive information on the upcoming CRCT testing and also have a break-out session with classroom teachers on the on-going progress of standards based learning and mastery.

At the closing of each year, parents are invited to join teachers in a Parent Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast.  Parents receive a small token of appreciation and also have the opportunity to socialize with teachers and enjoy a light breakfast.
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