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Our Vision:

“Excellence in Academics and Character”
Our Mission:

“Excellence in Academics and Character”
Our Beliefs:

· All students are capable of learning through the development of academic and critical thinking skills. 
· Students are responsible and are held accountable for their actions and learning. 
· Students are provided educational experiences which help them become productive citizens capable of making responsible, social, personal, and academic decisions. 
· A smooth transition between elementary and high school is provided by addressing the intellectual, physical, social, and emotional needs of adolescents through an interdisciplinary approach. 
· The modeling and teaching of positive character traits (responsibility, honesty, integrity, loyalty), including respect for cultural diversity and social skills, are an integral part of the BMS experience.
· Creating a dynamic team of educators, students, parents, and community is vital to achieving academic success and to developing strong character.
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BONAIRE MIDDLE SCHOOL PARENT HANDBOOK

Dear Parents:

On behalf of the faculty and staff, I am pleased to welcome you to the BMS Jaguar family!  From core academics to innovative Connection classes and top-notch extracurricular programs, BMS offers challenges and opportunities for every student.  Whether you are returning this fall or joining us as new Jaguar parents, we hope you will find BMS an ideal environment to further your child’s educational and personal development. The faculty, staff and I are here to ensure that this year will meet and exceed all of your expectations. We want and need your involvement.  We know by working together as a team your child will experience success at BMS.  

This handbook was created especially for YOU, the parent.  It contains valuable information concerning the middle school concept, curriculum, procedures, rules, regulations, important dates, and activities/services provided for our BMS students.  The middle school years are a challenging time for students and parents alike.  There is so much going on – physical changes, emotional changes, mental changes and social changes.  Bonaire Middle School strives to provide an environment in which every child is challenged to reach his/her full potential.  The BMS vision:  “Excellence in Academics and Character” will be accomplished through our mission statement:  “Do Whatever It Takes; Failure Is Not An Option”.

We are very proud of our accomplishments at Bonaire Middle School and we will continue to raise the bar on our academic standards.  It is never too early to begin planning for high school.  In fact, it is essential that it begin in middle school.  The effort your child displays and the grades he/she earns in middle school will determine your son’s/daughter’s program of study in high school.  Encourage your child to strive for excellence and take an active role in his/her education.  Today’s work habits determine tomorrow’s successes. My promise to you is this:  If your child experiences academic success at BMS, I guarantee he/she will be ready for the rigors of high school.  

Our goal is to ensure that you, your child, and the school benefit from your time here.  Therefore, the doors to our offices are always open to those with questions, concerns or suggestions.  We hope you will drop by sometime!  Just as every student has different needs and goals, we can each make a unique contribution to our learning community.  Catch the Jaguar spirit and have a great year!!

Sincerely,

Cynthia Randall

Principal
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Bonaire Middle Final Exam/Report Card/Progress Report Schedule

2010-2011




Progress Report


Report Cards
1st 9-week period

September 10


October 14
2nd 9-week period

November 12


January 10
3rd 9-week period

February 8



March 21
4th 9-week period

April 29



May 27
Exam Schedule
October 6-7





1st  9-week grading period

December 16-17




2nd 9-week grading period

March
11-14





3rd  9-week grading period

May 24-25





4th  9-week grading period

** Please note that no final exams will be given early without prior authorization from the Principal.**
School Hours and Supervision
School opens at 7:00 A.M.    Students should arrive no earlier than 6:50 A.M. 

Car riders and walkers should be dropped off and picked up in front of the gym, entering at the gym lobby.  For the safety of students, please adhere to established traffic routes in the parking lot.   Bus riders enter at the bus entrance.  *Eighth grade students report to the gym until the 7:15 bell.  *Sixth and seventh grade students report to the cafeteria until the 7:15 bell.   

Students are dismissed at 2:45 P.M. each day.  Students should be picked up in front of the gym immediately upon dismissal, and should not loiter on the campus.  
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Please make special note:

The FRONT parking lot is closed for morning drop-off and after-school pick-up.

All students should be picked up from school no later then 3:30 unless the

child is staying after school for a prearranged supervised activity.  Students

and parents will be given a warning the first time a student is not

picked up within this 45-minute time frame.  The second offense may

result in the student not being able to attend the next extra curricular

activity and/or social services being contacted to intervene.

Parking Lot Procedures

At BMS we have implemented a procedure to route traffic through our gym parking lot for dropping off and picking up students.  The main focus of this procedure is to provide the safest environment possible for all of our students.  Parents are asked to abide by these procedures and follow the directions of our staff members on duty in the parking lot.  With your help, we can continue to keep all of our students safe.  
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FOR EXTRA-CURRICULAR EVENTS:
Athletic events both home and away are usually finished at 6:45 P.M., but no later than 7:00.  

Please make arrangements for pick up before allowing your student to attend after- school activities or athletic events.  Students who are not picked up within 30 minutes after an event may be banned from attending the next extra-curricular activity.
Information Cards
At the beginning of each school year, information cards are sent home with students.  Please complete the entire card with all information requested.  These cards are kept on file in the front office and are used when administrators and or students need to call home for discipline issues, illness, emergencies, etc.   Please keep the school updated if any information changes during the school year (address, telephone numbers, emergency contact, etc.)  Unless directed otherwise, WE WILL RELEASE YOUR CHILD ONLY TO THE PERSON(S) LISTED ON THE INFORMATION CARD.
Attendance at BMS

Research shows that there is a direct correlation between student achievement and school attendance.  It is, therefore, most important that students be in school unless there are legitimate reasons why they must be absent.  Georgia law allows for student absences to be excused only for the following reasons:  


1.  personal illness


2.  illness in immediate family


3.  death in family


4.  recognized religious holidays


5.  absences mandated by other government agencies, such as a court order 
 


6.  serving as a legislative page (students are actually counted present for this)
     


No other absence from class will be considered excused.  Students will be counted absent even if the absence is excused, except in case of #6.  Students on field trips or officially sanctioned instructional trips organized by the school will also be counted present.  A student who is absent from school for any portion of a school day must have a written excuse for the absence from the parent or guardian.  School officials will then determine if the absence is excusable, using the reasons listed above as guidelines.  If a student is absent and does not bring a written excuse within three days of his return to school, the absence will be considered unexcused.
Parents can apply for an unexcused, but prearranged absence in instances where it is absolutely necessary for the family to be out of town.  This must be done prior to the absence by sending a letter to the Principal explaining the reason for the child’s impending absence.  In so doing, a student will be allowed to make up work missed.

The Houston County Board of Education adopted a new attendance policy for elementary and middle school students beginning with the 2000-2001 school year.
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Attendance Policy

Three unexcused tardies and/or early dismissals will constitute one absence.  Note:  Excuses for tardies and early dismissals are the same as for absences; personal illness, illness in immediate family, death in family, religious holiday, or a court order.  In order to be promoted to the next grade a student must be present 95% of the school year.  Students who miss more than 18 days during the year will be retained.  Once a student accumulates 9 excused absences a Doctor’s note will be required for all further absences to be excused.  Five unexcused absences will result in a student being placed on a Truancy contract.  Eight unexcused absences will result in a social services referral to court.
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SmartWeb
SmartWeb is the grade book program that all of the middle schools and high schools use to record students’ grades.  It is a wonderful communication tool as parents can access their children’s grades and communicate with teachers on a daily basis.  All BMS teachers use the Smartweb grade book and are required to update their students’ grades on a weekly basis.  In order to use SmartWeb parents are required to go through parent registration.  The following information will “walk” you through the registration process thus allowing you access to your child’s grades throughout the year.  Log on and good luck!

1. Go to the BMS website @ www.bms.hcbe.net
2. From the Main menu click on Student Grades and then Register me!

3. You will be asked to enter your child’s Student ID# (this number can be found on your child’s report card or in his/her BMS agenda), Social Security #, and birthdate.  To complete the process, you will be asked to give an e-mail address and password.  This password will be the one that you will always need to use for future log–ins.

4. You may be asked to download the latest version of JAVA (which is required for viewing) click yes.  If you are asked about JAVA Security, choose Grant Always.

5. SmartWeb will then assign you a “Family Number”.  It will be something like: FN----------(assigned by SmartWeb),  Password (the one you selected)

6. I would recommend saving the “registered Parents/Guardians” site to your Favorites list or Desktop for easier future access to prevent going through the initial steps as listed above.
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THINGS EVERY PARENT NEEDS TO KNOW:

When children say, “You aren’t supposed to come to the school; this is middle school.” Don’t’ believe it!  WE need you and THEY really want you – they just can’t admit it!

*****
Remind your child that he/she is held responsible for keeping up with books, equipment and materials issued – you don’t want $$$$ surprises!

*****

Major physiological and possible emotional changes during the middle school years are handled in wildly different ways.  Be sure to call a counselor or a trusted teacher if you see your child having any difficulty.

*****

ALWAYS ask questions; Be sure you have all the information - Check it out for yourself when your child is staying after school.  When in doubt, call us!
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Parent conferences are solicited and encouraged at BMS.  Academic teachers have common planning times that allow for you to be able to meet with these teachers together during the day.  This saves parents scheduling time and allows you to determine if problems may be noted by more than one teacher, or to inform all teachers together of situations or circumstances.  If you would like a conference, please contact the homeroom teacher or any of the team teachers to schedule.
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Phone Use


Instructional time is at a premium.  Anytime students are away from class they miss valuable instruction.  Please limit phone calls to your child to emergencies only.  School materials and after-school plans should be organized ahead of time.  Please discourage your child from calling you concerning everyday matters, i.e. p.e. clothes, homework, projects, going home with friends, and after-school pick-up.  Timely planning is a step toward RESPONSIBILITY!
Grading

Each teacher sets his/her grading procedures and expectations for student achievement at the beginning of the course.  Official notification, a report card, of student progress is made each nine weeks.  A progress report is issued at the midpoint of each grading period.   Therefore, you should expect written notification at least every 4 ½ weeks.  It’s best for you to discuss grading procedures at the beginning of the course with your child’s teachers.  This should help the student to clearly understand the expectations of the teacher, keep you notified, and assist you in helping your child prepare for classes.   

· Sixth-grade students take a comprehensive nine-week test beginning second semester counted as a regular test grade. 

· Seventh-grade students take a comprehensive nine-week test beginning first semester counted as 10% of their nine-week grade. 

· Eighth-grade students take a comprehensive nine-week test beginning first semester counted as 20% of their nine-week grade. 
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2010-2011






Progress Report


Report Cards
1st 9-week period

September 10


October 14
2nd 9-week period

November 12


January 10
3rd 9-week period

February 8


March 21
4th 9-week period

April 29



May 27
Exam Schedule

October 6-7





1st  9-week grading period

December 16-17





2nd 9-week grading period

March 11-14





3rd  9-week grading period

May 24-25





4th  9-week grading period

** Please note that no final exams will be given early without prior authorization from the Principal.**

According to the Houston County Board of Education promotion and attendance policy, all students must pass five out of six classes including all academic subjects in order to be promoted to the next grade, and must be in attendance for 95% of the school term.
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Yes, we believe in homework at BMS!
[image: image15.wmf][image: image16.wmf]Research continually finds that parent expectations and supervision of regular homework assists your child’s success in school.  The purpose of homework is to reinforce and practice the concepts learned during the school day.
▪Help your child with their homework by providing: 
· a comfortable, quiet place to work 

· checking of their Agenda for assignments
· an established routine time to complete assignments.  

▪Always check with teachers if you see too much or too little homework. 
▪Help us to assure that ALL homework assignments are completed.

BMS School Based Guidance Plan

At BMS, the guidance/counseling program is based on a developmental and preventative model.  Our goal is to facilitate the total positive development of adolescence by helping them to develop a positive self-image and learn responsible life skills. 

Bonaire’s counseling programs are designed to help your child develop his/her educational, social, career, and personal strengths along with becoming a responsible and productive citizen. The focus of this program includes the needs, interest, and issues related to the various stages of student development.

Middle School students are in transition from childhood to adolescence.  They experience accelerated social, intellectual, physical, and emotional changes.  Since the changes that occur during this developmental period can be traumatic, our counselors are dedicated to providing a caring and supportive atmosphere.  Various programs that are implemented at Bonaire in order to meet the “middle school challenge” include:

· Classroom guidance 

· Peer support groups 

· Individual counseling

· Student support team (SST)

· Peer mediation/ Peer helpers 

· Crisis intervention 

· Special Education referrals

· Teacher/parent consultations

Please contact the school counselors @ 929-6235 if you have any questions or concerns regarding your child’s progress or development at Bonaire Middle School.
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Issuing of Textbooks

Students are responsible for the condition of books and their return.  Textbooks are expensive.  If the book or CD is lost, payment is required before the student is issued a new one.  The book’s age and condition determine the cost of the book. 

It is important that the student notify the teacher whenever his/her textbook turns up missing.  It may have been turned in to the office or put in the team’s lost and found box. When textbooks are collected at the end of the school year, a fine may be required if the book is returned in poor condition.  All fines must be paid before report cards will be issued.  Text on CD, including the jewel case, are regarded the same as a hardback textbook!  


Please do not use “sticky”

book covers!

Media Center and Services


The Bonaire Middle School Media Center is a fully functional, fully accessible Media Center containing over 15,000 entries including books, videos, audio tapes, filmstrips, laser discs, CD-ROMs, and other audiovisual materials.  The Media Center is fully automated through the services of Surpass II.  Patrons have access to CD-ROM – based electronic encyclopedias, the EBSCO magazine search program, and the Internet.  A wide selection of Reading Counts books supports the school wide RC program.  An extensive professional library is available for the faculty and staff.


The media center is open to students from 7:15 to 3:15 each day.  Students come every two weeks with their language arts class and may come with a pass during homeroom and break.  Fiction, Non-Fiction, and back-issue magazines may be checked out for a period of two weeks and may be renewed one time.  If these materials are kept out past the due date, a fine of ten cents per school day will be charged.  Reference materials and new magazines may be checked out overnight.  These materials are due during homeroom and if kept out past the due date/time, a charge of twenty-five cents will be charged.
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In the spring of 2004, our media center was named 

Exemplary Media Program for Middle Schools in Georgia!!!!

Internet Policy and Usage


Bonaire Middle School recognizes the importance of having access to the Internet for our students.  We follow the guidelines given us by the Houston County School Board.  Students need to have a permission form signed by a parent on file.  This form, once on file, doesn’t need to be renewed each school year.  If a parent wishes to change the status of use and not allow their child to use the Internet, they must notify the office.


We currently employ Sonic Wall as our screening software and our teachers and staff members closely monitor the use.  Even with these precautions, students may come upon an inappropriate web site.  If the student comes upon an inappropriate web site, he or she is to notify the teacher/staff member of such site immediately.  Deliberate inappropriate use of the Internet will result in disciplinary action.
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Transportation:  Bus Policy and Suspensions  
We believe all students can behave appropriately and safely while riding on a school bus.  We cannot allow student behavior what would impair the ability of the bus driver to carry out his/her duties while driving the bus. In order to insure the safety of our students riding the bus, the following rules (but not limited to) must be observed on the bus:

Respect yourself and the rights of others.

Follow the driver’s directions the first time they are given.

Stay in your seat.

Keep all parts of your body and all objects in the bus.

Pushing, shoving, or fighting is not allowed.

Eating, drinking, chewing gum, smoking, or spitting is not allowed.

HCBOE bus policies apply to all students in route to and from their bus stops.  If a student exhibits disruptive behavior, the driver will notify the parents immediately in an attempt to solve the problem at that level.  However, if the student chooses to break the same or another rule, the following consequences will apply:

1st reported incident:
School official, parent, and driver conference.  A suspension from the bus for minimum of three days will follow if the parent fails to attend the conference.  A contract will be executed between the students, parents, and school administrator.

2nd reported incident:
five days off bus.

3rd reported incident:
ten days off bus.

4th reported incident:
off bus for the remainder of the school year.

A student may be suspended from the bus for 1-10 days on the first report if the principal determines the incident warrants suspension.  For the following offenses (but not limited to) even though there may be no other bus reports, consequences begin at the third report level: 

1. Disrespect of driver, monitor, or administrator*


2. Fighting*


3. Vandalism*
4. Possession of tobacco*

In other behavior such as possession of weapons or drug or severe disrespect of the driver, the student will be suspended from the bus for the remainder of the year.

* Behavior will also receive the appropriate disposition of time in ISS.

Bonaire Middle School Club Information

Club Name:

Art Club
Sponsor(s) Name:
Lynne Waggoner
Mission Statement:
To foster the growth and appreciation for the various forms of art
Activities:
Help decorate for school functions, produces forms of art for school beatification, and participate in various art competitions   

Qualifications:

Opened to all students
Dues:


None

______________________________________________________________________________________
Club Name:

Beta Club

Sponsor(s) Name:
Cynthia D. Davis and Janine Davis

Mission Statement:
The mission of the National Beta Club, a student centered organization, is to continually develop and nurture individuals by providing opportunities and experiences enabling them to demonstrate the ideals of character, achievement, service and leadership in a global community. 
Activities:
Operation Christmas Child - March of Dimes fall fundraiser - Work concessions at Bonaire’s football and basketball games - Nursing home visits - Talent Show – Sponsor a school Dance - Georgia State Junior Beta Club Convention 

Qualifications:

Invitation only based on academic qualifications of all A’s, 1 B on the semester average
Dues:


$23
_____________________________________________________________________________

Club Name:

Chess Club
Sponsor(s) Name:
Terry O’Gorman
Mission Statement:
The chess club will promote the study and knowledge of the game of chess as a strategic art and as enjoyment. Chess informs, educates, and fosters the skills and development of students as chess players and as potential chess players.
Activities:

Practice and play the game of chess 

Qualifications:

Open to all Students
Dues:


None
______________________________________________________________________________________

Club Name:

Drama Club
Sponsor(s) Name:
Julie Rehner
Mission Statement:
Drama Club is designed for those students who have a talent for acting.  Students are given opportunities to sing, act, dance and explore the technical side of theatre.   Shows are performed periodically throughout the school year.  Several performances include but are not limited to, holiday production, and a spring production.

Activities:

Plan and perform various theatrical productions
Qualifications:
Students must pass all of their academic courses in order to participate in the club.
Dues:
None
______________________________________________________________________________________

Club Name:

FFA

Sponsor(s) Name:
Cheralyn Kiley
Mission Statement:
The National FFA Organization is dedicated to making a positive difference in the lives of students by developing their potential for premier leadership, personal growth and career success through agricultural education.

Activities:
Recruitment luau, Christmas party, Fall party, Monthly meetings Service projects (such as Bingo night at Summer’s Landing, Pennies for Patients, etc.), Career Development Events such as floriculture, nursery landscape, livestock judging, meat judging, floral design, livestock showing, State FFA convention, Region Rally, BMS FFA Banquet, National FFA Week Activities, and many other exciting activities
Qualifications:

Open to all Students
Dues:


$15
Club Name:

Prayer Club
Sponsor(s) Name:
Tamra Holt

Mission Statement:
Help develop Christian values
Activities:
Prayer club will meet before school once a week, and participate in the national “See you at the Pole” meeting   

Qualifications:

Open to all students 

Dues:


None

_______________________________________________________________________
Club Name:

Math Team
Sponsor(s) Name:
Carla Roberts, Robin Way and Stephanie Wilson
Mission Statement:
To provide students with the opportunity to expand their mathematical knowledge/skills/and application beyond the school curriculum. - To provide students with the opportunity to showcase their mathematical knowledge in a competitive environment.

Activities:
Math Counts competition held in the spring - GCTM competition held in the spring - Other competitions, if available to middle school students.
Qualifications:
Enrolled in advanced  classes for the grade level of the student - Maintaining  85% or higher average - Teacher recommendation (based on motivation, skill, work ethic, and desire) - Able to stay after school for practice sessions.
Dues:


None
________________________________________________________________________

Club Name:

Odyssey of the Mind
Sponsor(s) Name:
Terry O’Gorman
Mission Statement:
Odyssey of the Mind is an international educational program that provides creative problem-solving opportunities for students to apply their creativity to solve problems that range from building mechanical devices to presenting their own interpretation of literary classics.
Activities:

Plan, develop, and perform a problem solving play 


Qualifications:

Open to all Students

Dues:


None
______________________________________________________________________________________

Club Name:

Academic Team
Sponsor(s) Name:
Telisa Cunningham, Christy Bennett, and Langdon Harp
Mission Statement:
The Quiz Bowl Team will provide students with the opportunity to expand their knowledge in many subject areas beyond the school curriculum.  Students will also have the opportunity to showcase their knowledge in a competitive environment.

Activities:

Local competition against other middle schools within the county

PAGE Bowl regional competition if team qualifies

PAGE Bowl state competition if team qualifies

Other competitions, if available to middle school students

Qualifications:
Enrolled in advanced classes for the grade level of the student - Maintaining 85% or higher average - Teacher recommendation—based on motivation, skill, work ethic, and desire -  Able to stay after school for practice sessions.
Dues:


None

______________________________________________________________________________________

Club Name:

Student Council
Sponsor(s) Name:
Jalanda Goff and Rebecca Banks  
Mission Statement:
Student Council will help promote school-wide leadership among its members
Activities:
Student Council will be involved in many after-school activities, hosting events within our building, organizing charity drives and promoting involvement of our student population here at Bonaire Middle School.
Qualifications:
Student Council is open to 6th, 7th and 8th grades students. Potential candidates must complete an application which includes signatures from a parent along with an essay stating why the student wants to be part of Student Council and what they see as their contribution. Students are not nominated by others---each student may request their own application. Candidates are then elected in a school-wide election.

Dues:


None
Club Name:

Technology Student Association (TSA)

Sponsor(s) Name:
Vicki Walker and Roland Williams

Mission Statement:
The mission of Bonaire Middle School’s Technology Student Association (TSA) is to prepare its membership to be successful leaders and responsible citizens in a technological society through co-curricular activities within the technology education program; which include communication, leadership, and competitive skill development in the classroom/laboratory environment. 

Activities:
45th Annual State Conference, GA National Fairgrounds & Agricenter, Perry, GA. on April 19 – 21, 2007 - Leadership Conference, Technology Day, and other TSA sponsored activities will be discussed and decided on when the Organization forms at the beginning of the school year. 

Qualifications:

Open to all Students
Dues:


None
_______________________________________________________________________
Club Name:

Yearbook Club

Sponsor(s):

Stormy Rollins and Melissa Knowland

Mission Statement:
The purpose of the Yearbook Club is to crate a yearbook that will capture the events and happenings of Bonaire Middle School during the year.

Activities:
Members of the Yearbook Club will help organize, plan and design the layout of the yearbook including individual pages.  Staff members will also contribute to the project by taking photos at school events during and after school hours.  After school meetings will be held regularly throughout the year.

Qualifications:

Open to all students

Dues:


None

                                                                      [image: image6.wmf]
Athletics


Interscholastic athletics really are extra to the Middle School Concept of allowing all students to participate.  However, we believe that much can be learned from interscholastic competition.  Boys may participate in football, basketball, track, baseball, and soccer.  Girls may participate in softball, basketball, track, and soccer.  Girls may also participate in cheerleading.  The selection of players is made by our coaching staff.   As in any competitive activity, all students cannot make the team or squad.  That is also one of the lessons we try to teach our students – how to deal with the adversity and disappointment.

Students are required to meet eligibility standards to participate in these activities and must have a current physical of file.  Students must have failed no more than one subject the previous semester.  These requirements must be met even to try out.  Sixth graders are not eligible to participate in any of these activities, as their primary responsibility is to make a successful transition into middle school during their first year.  The second semester of the year determines eligibility for the first semester of the following year.  Summer school counts as part of the spring semester, and has impact on eligibility for the next fall’s activities.
Tardy Policy


	The student will need to check in with the office any time he/she arrives at school after 7:30 a.m.  If a student arrives late, he or she must bring a note signed by a parent stating the reason for the late arrival.  The student will receive an excused pass to class.  If a student arrives late without a parent note, he or she will receive an unexcused tardy pass to class.  Remember:  Three unexcused tardies constitutes one absence.





JUST A NOTE 


Students sometimes think reading is not homework, because nothing is written or turned in. 


A reading assignment is still homework!  THINKING IS REQUIRED!








