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We, as educators, consider our rolakerseotrsoceatyts future. It is our dt
to make learning relevant and usefulsapipft gteddrarning in ways tha
enable them to participate successfiily imcsepietlyis task with a great st
of responsibility and dedication.

Our mission at Mossy Creek is to aming, act iC
success, a sense of self-worth, antisbcial resfponsi

The provision of a welcoming, safe, and orderlyimmment is fundamental to teaching and learning.
Appropriate, rigorous learning and success foisadichieved through differentiated instruction.

The provision of opportunities designed to enhaseleesteem, encourage self-motivation and pragooe
citizenship is essential to helping children becamecessful, contributing adults in our society.

A student’s work ethic and demonstration of persoesponsibility are paramount to the highest Isw#llearning.

On-going professional learning through collabomit@mmunities is vital to providing students higlality
instruction.

*kkkk

One can never consent to creep when one feels the compulsion to soar”. Helen Keller
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e — o — s — e ————— e — e ——

School 988-6171 Press 0 for receptionist
School Secretary 988-6171 Ext 40551

School Guidance Office 988- 6171 Ext 40555

School FAX 218-7538

e — o — s — e ————— e — e ——

2009-2010 Houston County School Syst€aiendar

Calendar revised due to State Budget Cuts, May 22010

August 4 - 6, 2010 Pre-Planning

August 9, 2010 First Day of School
September 6, 2010 Labor DHipliday
October 11, 2010 Columbus Deypliday
October 12, 2010 Staff Off / Studeé#oliday
November 11, 2010 Veterans Ddgliday

November 22 — 23, 2010 Holiday, Students & Teachers
November 24 — 26, 2010 Thanksgividglidays

December 17, 2010 Last Day of Semester
December 20 — 31, 2010 Christniéaliday

January 3, 2011 Teacher Work Day, Studdaiiday
January 4, 2011 Second Semester Begins
January 17, 2011 Martin Luther Kihtpliday
February 17 - 18,2011  Winter Break(Teachers & Students)
February 21, 2011 Staff Off / Studetdliday

March 28 - April 1, 2011  Spring Break

April 22, 2011 Sprinddoliday (Easter April 24)
May 25, 2011 Last Day of School

May 27 — 28, 2011 Graduation

Middle School Testing (Standardized & School) Schede 2010-2011
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Middle School Reporting Schedule 2010-2011

Progress Reports Report Cards
15! 9-week period September™0 October 1%
2" 9-week period November 12 January 10
39 9-week period February'8 March 2%
4™ 9-week period April 20 May 27" (mailed)

*NOTE: No exams will be given early without prior authorization from the Principal.

School Hours and Supervision

School opens at@0 A.M.
Car riders and walkers should be dropped off and picked up in front ofglyen, entering at the gym
lobby. For the safety of students, please adlweestablished traffic routes in the parking lot.
Bus riders enter at the bus entrance.
*Eighth grade students report to the gym until 75 bell.
*Sixth and seventh grade students report to thetead until the 7:15 bell.

Students, who are not bus riders, are dismiss2dtatP.M. each day and should be picked up in front of
the gym immediately upon dismisshllo loitering on the campus is permitted!

FOR CO-CURRICULAR EVENTS:

Athletic events both home and away are usuallgifiad at 6:45 P.M., but no later than 7:00.

Please make arrangements for pickbeforeallowing your student tattend after- school activities or
athletic events.

# $%& !




What is the MIDDLE SCHOOL CONCEPT?
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Characteristics of Middle School Students
7+ Early adolescents are in a particularly difficult s tage of development.

F*  They begin to look at themselves, to seek their own identity and try new behaviors.

# Peer approval and acceptance is a driving social ne ed. They seek out friendships, groups, cliques,
associations, clubs, and others their own age for the social interaction they cannot find  from
adults.

# Research shows that many early adolescents experien ce a lack of self-confidence, low self-esteem, feel
no control over their circumstances, and have a str  ong need for conformity.

¥ Many find it difficult to cope.
»  They worry about their ability to learn and keep up
¥ They are torn between the desire for independence a nd the desire to please adults.

#¥ Middle school students experience dramatic changes in physical development, which
are wildly individualized.
» Height, weight, body chemistry, and rapid sexual ma turation can be expected.
I» Fatigue is common, due to the sheer amount of energ y used in their metabolism.
# Most early adolescents thrive on competition, love  sports, appreciate good sportsmanship, and
practice hard at athletic skills.

7+ Most children in this age group operate on the concret e level of intellectual

development.

That is, they see only black/white issues, and not shades of gray, as adults are able to do.

This manifests itself in a strong sense of justice, especially when it is violated

Abstract concepts may be discussed, but are less of ten understood.

For most, math, especially Algebra, Geometry, and T rigonometry, is a difficult subject in middle
school, as most concrete thinkers less easily under stand the abstract concepts.

TYYTY

¥ Students at this age are sensitive
i They seem mature, but often lack the knowledge and experiences needed to understand the changes
they are encountering.

Deflating comments or criticism can be devastating.

Sarcasm is taken at face value, due to concrete thi nking

Conversely, these students can be heartless in thei r own comments.

TYY
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MCMS School Based Guidance Plan

At MCMS, the guidance/counseling program is based on a developmental and preventative model.
Our goal is to facilitate the total positive developm ent of adolescence by helping them to develop a
positive self-image and learn responsible life skills

Mossy Creek’s counseling programs are designed to help your child develop his/her educational,
social, career, and personal strengths along with becoming a responsible and productive citizen. The
focus of this program includes the needs, interest, an d issues related to the various stages of

student development.

Middle School students are in transition from childhood  to adolescence. They experience
accelerated social, intellectual, physical, and emotiona | changes. Since the changes that occur
during this developmental period can be traumatic, our co  unselors are dedicated to providing a
caring and supportive atmosphere. Various programs that  are implemented at Feagin Mill in order
to meet the “middle school challenge” include:

Classroom guidance

Peer support groups
Individual counseling
Student support team (SST)
Peer mediation/ Peer helpers
Crisis intervention

Special Education referrals
Teacher/parent consultations

Please contact the school counselors @ 988-6171 Ext 40555 if you have any questions or
concerns regarding your child’s progress or develop ment at Mossy Creek Middle School.

Issuing of Textbooks

Students are responsible for the condition of books and their return. Textbooks are
expensive. If the book or CD is lost, payment is re quired before the student is issued a new
one. The book’s age and condition determine the cost of the book.

It is important that the student notify the teacher whenever his/her textbook turns
up missing. It may have been turned in to the offi  ce or put in the team’s lost and found box.
When textbooks are collected at the end of the school year, a fine may be required if the book
is returned in poor condition.  All fines must be paid before report cards will be
issued. Text on CD, including the jewel case, are regarded the same as a

hardback textbook! '
&)

13 H 1 '
Please do not use “sticky” book covers! =



Media Center and Services

The Mossy Creek Middle School Media Center is a fully  functional, fully accessible Media
Center containing over 8,000 entries including books, videos, DVDs, audio tapes, and other
audiovisual materials. The Media Center is fully au  tomated through the services of Surpass II.
Patrons have access to GALILEO and other internet resou rces. A wide selection of books supports
the school wide Reading Counts program. An extensive professional library is available for the
faculty and staff.

Report Card Holding Procedures

2 weeks overdue
%

$ %

"B vy I W"‘:
Internet Policy and Usage—_\ er\i —
ce

Mossy Creek Middle School recognizes the import ; having access to the Internet for our
students. We follow the guidelines given us by the Houston County School Board. Students need to
have a permission form signed by a parent on file.  This form, once on file, doesn’t need to be
renewed each school year. If a parent wishes to ch ange the status of use and not allow their child to
use the Internet, they must notify the office.

We currently employ Cyber Patrol as our screening  software and our teachers and staff members
closely monitor the use. Even with these precautio ns, students may come upon an inappropriate web
site. If the student comes upon an inappropriate w  eb site, he or she is to notify the teacher/staff
member of such site immediately. Deliberate inappropriate use of the Internet, and/o r
technology resources including hardware, will resul tin disciplinary action.

3

Your character is YOUR choice. Good choices are available to everyone!

9



Parent and Community Involvement

Mossy Creek Middle School teachers and staff always
welcome parent involvement.

Parental support is the key ingredient to our school’s s uccess. You are a valuable
resource for our classroom teachers and without you r help and contributions, our jobs
would be much more difficult and our goals unobtainab le. The Board of Education has a
policy in place to ensure a well-planned and effective  volunteer program. Parent and all
other volunteers must complete a consent form authorizing a background check.

This means the Houston County Board of Education re  quests a clearance regarding any
criminal and/or driver’s history record information t hat may be in files of the criminal
justice agency in Georgia. If you filled out a form w ithin the past two years, at Feagin Mill
or Perry Middle School, your name is still on our vol unteer list. Your child’s safety and
welfare are our primary concern. We appreciate your ¢ ooperation and support as we work
to build a strong and effective parent volunteer progra m. Ask for Mrs. Fulton if you have
any questions regarding your Parent Volunteer cleara nce status.

Open communication  with parents is a priority at Mossy Creek Middle Schoo |. There are
communication tools that are utilized to ensure that  this communication is consistent. For
instance, each student is must maintain an  “Agenda.”. The student writes several the
objective, class work and homework for each class ev ery day in this time-management
organizer. In addition to teaching essential organiza tion and management skills to
students, the student agenda is accessible and will kee p you informed of daily expectations
and achievements. You are encouraged to communicate with the teachers using your
student’s “agenda”. There is a replacement cost of $ 10.00 in the event your child loses
his/hers. Each teacher will designated as a day parents should check and sign the
agenda!

Since it is imperative that the parents are well info  rmed of their child’'s academic
progress , you will receive an academic report, a progress report  or report card , every
four and one-half weeks. With the report cards, parent s receive a team newsletter to
update them regarding events of the previous nine-week grading period and informing
them of upcoming events for the next grading period.  Direct parental contact is viewed as a
necessity to inform the parent of any changes in aca demics and/or behavior. If at any time
you are concerned about your child’s progress, please contact the school counselor and/or
teacher.

Mossy Creek also has parent volunteer programs for t he band and athletic programs’
booster clubs. The Band Booster Club supports the Mossy Creek Band program by
purchasing needed equipment through various fundraising  activities. With their support,
Mossy Creek will have one of the most respected band pr ograms in Houston County.

10



Business Partners in Excellence
J
W Thank You
\? /,%9 We are grateful for your support of Mossy Creek Middle  School. We look
((; ~ forward to working hand in hand with you in shaping a wonderful school
year for our students. Your involvement with our st udents will help build a
successful future for our community.

* Please excuse the name of any business suppoatvertently omitted from this page!

11



Home is the first school for us all, a school withfixed curriculum, no quality 5

control, no examinations, no teacher trainingcharles Handy

Ten Things Teachers Wish Parents Could Do

& $% ' ( $$
$ ")

$3

Source: 1-9 The National PTA Talks to Parents by M elitt a 019

“Do not go where the path may lead; thereisn p th and leave a trail.”

Waldo Emerson ‘ “
3\‘ <
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THINGS EVERY PARENT NEEDS TO KNOW:

When children say, “You aren’t supposed to come to the school; this is middle school.”
Don't’ believe it! WE need you and they REALLY want  you — they just can’t admit it!

*kkkk

Remind your child that he/she is held responsible for k  eeping up with books, equipment
and materials issued — you don’t want $$$$ surprises!  They are EXPENSIVE!

*kkkk
Major physiological and possible emotional changes dur ing the middle school years are
handled in wildly different ways. Be sure to callaco unselor or a trusted teacher if you see
your child having any difficulty or changes you don’t  understand.

*kkkk

ALWAYS ask questions; Be sure you have all the info rmation - Check it out for yourself
when your child is staying after school. When in do ubt, call us!

Parent Conferences

Parent conferences are solicited and encouraged at MCM S. Academic
teachers have common planning times that allow fory ou to be able to meet with
these teachers together during the day. This saves pa rents scheduling time and
allows you to determine if problems may be noted by m ore than one teacher, or
to inform all teachers together of situations or ci  rcumstances. If you would like
a conference, please contact the homeroom teacher or any of the team teachers
to schedule.

W/ \i/
S &
A ——
(e )
—Y‘gf \“jl§q\kl>/
Phone Use N W
Instructional time is at a premium. Anytime students are away from class they

miss valuable instruction. Please limit phone calls  to your child to emergencies only.
School materials and after-school plans should be org anized ahead of time. Please
discourage your child from calling you concerning eve ryday matters, i.e. p.e. clothes,
homework, projects, going home with friends, and afte r-school pick-up.

13



The Middle School Curriculum

Our curriculum, Georgia Performance Standards(GPS)
developed in elementary school and to prepare students
hours of instructional time are offered in the academic

studies, and science. Fifty (50) minutes daily are a
education.

LANGUAGE ARTS

and listening skills. The traditional expectations i
on writing instruction. We, therefore, have developed
extensions of each other. Writing instruction is aimed

effectiveness. Students learn the importance of accuracy i
they write for real-life purposes and real-life audiences

variety of print materials, including class sets of pape

literature series to help students enhance their reading

MATHEMATICS Grade 6

By the end of grade six, students will understand the
four arithmetic operations as they relate to positive
rational numbers; convert between and compute with
different forms of rational numbers; understand the
concept of ratio and solve problems using
proportional reasoning; understand and use line and
rotational symmetry; determine the surface area and
volume of solid figures; use variables to represent
unknown quantities in formulae, algebraic
expressions and equations; utilize data to make
predictions; and determine the probability of a given
event.

Grade 6 Concepts/Skills to Maintain

Operations with decimal fractions

Addition and subtraction of common fraction

and mixed numbers with unlike denominator

suchas 2, 3,4,5, 6, 8, 10 and 12.

Modeling multiplication of common fractions

Modeling percent

Graphing data

Multiples and factors

Perimeter, capacity and area of geometric
figures

Evaluating algebraic expressions

Uy UJ

14

instruction involves reading, writing, listening, and s
on reading skills, the writing process, grammar, spelling

2, .,

, is designed to expand the basic skills
for rigorous courses in high school. Five
areas of language arts, mathematics, social

llotted for each connection class and/or physical
(See more about Georgia Performance Standa rds on page 16)

peaking. Students work
, vocabulary development, and speaking

n reading are enhanced by the emphasis placed

a curriculum where the two are taught as
at developing fluency, appropriateness, and
n usage, punctuation, and spelling as
. In the area of reading, we use a wide
rback novels, classroom libraries, and a
and comprehension skills.

MATHEMATICS Grade 7

By the end of grade seven, students will understand
and use rational numbers, including signed numbers;
solve linear equations in one variable; sketch and
construct plane figures; demonstrate understanding
of transformations; use and apply properties of
similarity; examine properties of geometric shapes in
space; describe and sketch solid figures, including
their cross-sections; represent and describe
relationships between variables in tables, graphs, and
formulas; analyze the characteristics of linear
relationships; and represent and analyze data using
graphical displays, measures of central tendency, and
measures of variation.

Instruction and assessment should include the
appropriate use of manipulatives and technology.
Topics should be represented in multiple ways, such
as concrete/pictorial, verbal/written, numeric/data-
based, graphical, and symbolic. Concepts should be
introduced and used, where appropriate, in the
context of realistic phenomena

Grade 7 Concepts/Skills to Maintain

Operations with positive rational numbers, inclgdin
mixed numbers

Line and rotational symmetry

Surface area and volume

Ratio as a representation of quantitative relahgss
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MATHEMATICS Grade 8

By the end of grade eight, students will understearibus numerical representations, including sguaots,
exponents and scientific notation; use and appbyrgeric properties of plane figures, including carggnce
and the Pythagorean theorem; use symbolic alg@brapresent situations and solve problems, especial
those that involve linear relationships; solve déinequations, systems of linear equations and alg@s;
use equations, tables and graphs to analyze agwgpiiat linear functions; use and understand setryhend
simple counting techniques; determine the theakpicobability of simple events; and make inferenfrem
statistical data, particularly data that can be ehedi by linear functions.

Instruction and assessment should include the pppte use of manipulatives and technology. Topics
should be represented in multiple ways, such asretarpictorial, verbal/written, numeric/data-bgsed
graphical, and symbolic. Concepts should be inttediand used, where appropriate, in the context of
realistic phenomen&oncepts/Skills to MaintainOperations with rational numbers Properties of 8ges
Direct & inverse proportions Solving multi-step atjons Properties of real numbers Statistics

Grade 8 Concepts/Skills to Maintain
Operations with rational numbers
Properties of equalities

Direct & inverse proportions
Solving multi-step equations
Properties of real numbers
Statistics

The middle school SCIENCE program is designed to give students the scientific b ackground they need
for the more specific high school science courses. The app roach incorporates, to the greatest extent
possible, “hands-on” experience. Students are involv ed in projects using the scientific method: forming
hypotheses, specifying procedures for proving or disprovi ng the hypotheses, and formulating
conclusions. At the sixth grade level, students are i nstructed in earth science. Seventh graders are
instructed in life science, and eighth graders are instr  ucted in physical science. We believe that all
students must learn the basics of science and the scien tific method in order to understand the complex
and ever-changing world in which we live.

SOCIAL STUDIES in the middle school is based on cultural area studies, which include the
geographic patterns, climate, and natural resources of th e cultural regions. Studies also include ethnic
groups and linguistic patterns of those regions, as wel | as the historical, political, economic, social,
cultural and religious development of the regions. Stu  dents are given opportunities to demonstrate
social studies skills, including the use of maps and globes, information processing, problem-solving,
social participation, and time and chronology skills.

The cultural areas studied in the sixth grade include L atin America, North America, and Europe; in the
seventh grade, studies include Asia, Africa and Austral  ia/Oceania. In the eighth grade, the curriculum
is based on Georgia studies, learning about the hist ory and government of the state in which they live.
Current events in the United States and throughout the world are also taught at all grade levels.

CONNECTION CLASSES include art, band, computers, Family and Consumer Scienc e (FCS), foreign
languages (Spanish), physical education and reading/d rama. Students enroll in connection classes for a
nine-week period. In these classes, students explore f oreign languages, vocational

15
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education, fine arts, and personal learning skills —  some areas they may chose to pursue in high school.
Students shall complete at least two courses in each o f the three different connection areas during their
middle school career. In general, students complete art , computers, FCS, and foreign language
throughout the year, combined with PE each nine-weeks.

TheHEALTH program at the middle school level includes AIDf8 aex education objectives. This
instruction is a cooperative effort between sciesnog health/physical education teachers. This progilso
includes instruction in health and safety. Rt¢YSICAL EDUCATION program stresses the importance of
physical activity throughout life. It helps studexevelop the ability to set personal fithess gjaddvelop a
fitness program, implement this program and evaltia results. The program also helps students
understand the basics of cooperation, competitiod,leadership by providing a variety of opportsifor
participation in individual, dual and team spor&udents are required to dress out for physicat&tibn in
shorts or sweat pants, a shirt, and tennis shoasler to actively participate in PE.

What IS a performance standard, and why does itrep  resent an improvement upon the old content standard s used
in the previous curriculum?

Performance standards go into much greater depth than the content standards used in the previous curriculum. The
performance standard incorporates the content standard, which simply tells the teacher what a student is expected to
know (i.e., what concepts he or she is expected to master), and expands upon it by providing three additional items:
suggested tasks, sample student work, and teacher commentary on that work.

Performance standards provide clear expectations for assessment, instruction, and student work. They define the level of
work that demonstrates achievement of the standards, enabling a teacher to know “how good is good enough.” The
performance standards isolate and identify the skills needed to use the knowledge and skills to problem-solve, reason,
communicate, and make connections with other information. Performance standards also tell the teacher how to assess
the extent to which the student knows the material or can manipulate and apply the information.

Reference: http://www.georgiastandards.org/faqs.aspx#q4)

3 4 # $ 3 I # 5
$ 6 7™ 6 6 "
Grading
Each teacher sets his/her grading procedures and expec tations for student achievement
at the beginning of the course. Official notification, a report card, of student prog ress
is made each nine weeks. A progress report is issued at the midpoint of each
grading period. Therefore, you should expect written notification  at least every 4 % weeks.

It's best for you to discuss grading procedures at the b eginning of the course with your child’s
teachers. This should help the student to clearly unde rstand the expectations of the teacher,
keep you notified, and assist you in helping your chil  d prepare for classes.

# 3 $ 3
#$ 3 $ 3 4
3
3 $ 3 54
3
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Character Education

The word “character” is derived from the Greek word  “to mark” or “to engrave,” and is associated with  the
writings of philosophers such as Plato and Aristotl  e. People with good character habitually display go od
behavior, and such habits are embedded, or marked, on a person. While there may be no specific consens us
on a list of desirable character traits, there is ¢ onsiderable agreement on desirable values that unde rlie
these traits.

Throughout history philosophers and educators have been concerned about the cultivation of character

traits and virtues such as honesty, courage, persev erance, loyalty, caring civic virtue, justice, resp ect and
responsibility, and trustworthiness. The consensus s that these traits and others like them are noti  nnate
and thus must be acquired through teaching and prac tice in the home and in the schools. Traits or virt  ues
must be transmitted to be internalized. Children le  arning these lessons, however, should not behave so lely
based on a set of principles or rules, but rathert hey must learn to behave with understanding. It is an
important function for educators, therefore, to hel  p form children into adults who behave well, who
demonstrate good “external conduct,” and who unders tand why that sort of behavior is important.

Mossy Creek Middle School has an obligation to both its students and parents to teach and instill thes e
important character traits. These virtues willbe p  resented to students, as well as modeled and practi ced by
our staff. Each week the students will participate  in Charatcer Education during Advisement. Student s’
internalization of positive values and demonstratio  n of desirable is our goal.

Homework Yes, we believe in homework at MCMS!

Expect 60-80 minutes of homework each night.
Help your child with their homework by providing:

: "HS% &'% p
a comfortable, quiet place to work ( ™ —.\/

checking of their Agenda for assignments
an established routine time to complete assignments . ’
Always check with teachers if you see too much or t oo little homework. ) *
Help us to assure that ALL homework assignment s are completed . :

Py

esearch shows that parent expectations and supervision of reaular homework assists children’s school success.

Scholastic Reading Counts

Reading is integral part of the learning process. W hile all teachers integrate reading instruction int o
all academic content areas, the language arts teach er addresses general reading strategies. One strate gy
includes the Scholastic Reading Counts Program, a program that motivates students to incr  ease their
reading skills by reading quality books outside of normal class studies. The media center has an
increasingly large number of books used in the prog ram for students to check out. Students earn point s on
the reading level and mastery of the novel by takin g a computerized test over the contents of the nove |.
Students will be rewarded for their effort through our unique incentive plan. The SRI, Scholastic reading
Inventory program, which tests reading comprehension level, is used in conjunction with SRC. If students
conscientiously utilize these programs, they willb e able to track their progress and reap the intrins  ic
rewards of their commitment, increased comprehensio n, which leads to improved academic achievement and
higher test scores.

$ % & ' (
% & () '
**Offense/Disposition taken from Guidelines of Digline on page 23.
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MCMS STUDENT RECOGNITION

At Mossy Creek, we believe it is very importanttlebrate the success of our students.

In order to do so, weaveimplemented various recognition programs to be held —

throughout the year. Teachers, administratorscamside agencies select award

recipients. It is our intent to recognize everyatesg student. We encourage o

parents to attend award programs to share in togngtion of student W \
Job b

accomplishments.

Weekly “Gator Good” Awards — These awards are given weekly to students who m@renated by an
adult in the building for displaying random actsafdness.

Gators of the Month - All teams select two outstanding students, adyaya girl, who exhibit good
citizenship, compassion for others, dedication, @mdverall good attitude each month. The students
receive a certificate and invitation to a luncheomreakfast with the principal. Parents are gaviand
encouraged to attend this special event.

Gator Honor Hall of Fame — The first three nine weeks, students who haweived honor roll or
honorable mention on their report cand have displayed gooadonduct will be inducted into this
program.

Athletic Awards Program - At the end of each sports season, the athlepadment honors all athletes for
their participation and dedication. Athletes wlawé excelled in each sport will be recognized.

Band Awards - At the annual Spring Band Concert, all band memlare recognized. Those band members
who have made excellent achievements throughowtetheare honored.

MCMS End-of-Year Awards - Students who have made outstanding achievemeatsademics, exhibited
good citizenship and leadership, or have exceliadifferent aspects of school are honored in May.

18
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Athletics

Interscholastic athletics really are extra to the Middle School Concept of allowing all students to
participate. However, we believe that much can be lear ned from interscholastic competition. Boys may
participate in football, basketball, track, baseball, a  nd soccer. Girls may participate in softball,
basketball, track, and soccer. The selection of playersi s made by our coaching staff. Girls may also
participate in cheerleading. As in any competitive a  ctivity, all students cannot make the team or
squad. That is also one of the lessons we try to te ach to our students-- how to deal with adversity and
disappointment.

Students are required to meet eligibility standardst o participate in these activities and have a
current physical on file.  Students must have failed no more than one subject the previous
semester. These requirements must be met in order to even try o ut. Sixth graders are not eligible to
participate in any of these activities, as their primary responsibility is to make a successful transition
into middle school during their first year. The second semester of the year determines eligibil ity
for the first semester of the following year. Summ er school counts as part of the spring
semester, and has impact on eligibility for the nex t fall's activities.

o Gators!®

AY

£
KAy

Extra - Curricular Activities and Clubs

A wealth of activities is available to our students  at Mossy Creek Middle School. School dances are in cluded
with co-curricular activities, because they help st udents to develop socially. RESEARCH indicates clubs and
activities provide a safe place where students are known and belong, catalyzing stronger engagement an d
connection in school.

Clubs and activities and their requirements are lis ted below. Other clubs may be added
during the year. The sponsoring group charges an a dmission fee as a fund raising activity. Please be aware
of the requirements before participating in ANY act  ivity. ;

C 4 0
#
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Membership

Club Sponsors Mission Activities Dues .
Requirements
To provide team members
: W'th the opportunity to . Students will meet and The members of this
Academic increase and share their . . ) ) . . S
Ms. Kohn . .| practice daily 7:00-7:25 am in team will audition in
Team knowledge while representing room 713 Audust
Mossy Creek Middle in the gust.
PAGE Academic Bowl
Fellowship To provide the opportunity for This club meets regularity for Must maintain
o prayer, devotion, and I
of Christian | Mrs. Waller | athletes to meet for prayer and,. . conduct grade of E o
. discussion of challenges
Athletes a devotional. . : S
facing today's athletes.
Mrs. This club meets every
Strickland | To provide the opportunity fof Wednesday morning before o
; Must maintain
Mrs. Roberts | students to meet for prayer angchool in room 303 (computef I
Prayer Club ; conduct grade of E o
Mrs. a devotional before the schoal lab). Guest speakers and S
Scarborough | day community service activities
are planned.
Student
. Student council meets representatives are
The student council serves to .
i - . monthly, sponsors the elected by their peers
MCMS advise the administration of . . CF
Student . ol . valentines dance and provided and must maintain
. Social Studies| ideas for school improvement . ; I
Council . . service projects to support conduct grade of E o
Department | and provide service and S
teacher of the month and other S and remain in good
support to the school and staff. . . .
school projects. academic standing.
Students will meet to discuss Must maintain
. Meet after-school to explore I
Mrs. McNiel | art and create wonderful . X conduct grade of E 0
Art Club . different aspect of the visual L
works of art for enjoyment. arts $5 S and remain in goog
' academic standing.
Students will compete Excel in mathematics
MATHCOUNTS® is a individually or as part of a and willingness to
national math enrichment, team in a written & oral practice various type
Mrs. coaching & competition competition held at Macon and difficulty levels
Math Counts|  Strickland program that promotes middle State College in February. Tgp of middle school
Mrs. Rainey | school mathematics students at the competition math problems. All
achievement. will advance to the state, & grade levels are
ultimately, national level. eligible.
The FEA provides students
Future with qpportunltles to exp!ore Students work with Must maintain ‘
teaching as a career option. . conduct grade of E 0
Educators of Mrs. elementary and primary schoo&
. . FEA encourages students to p€, - - . 10 S and an
America Rainwater " . children and participate in .
a positive role model in the ; : ; overall academic
(FEA) community service projects.

school, the community, and
fosters leadership skills.

average of 80.
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Must maintain
conduct grade of E of
S and remain in good

Yearbook T . Students will work with : .
. 0 publish the school . academic standing.
Staff Mrs. Rigdon earbook sponsors to create, edit, and
y ) publish the school yearbook.
To create enthusiasm for E/Ieesrtr:)t\);ézhlljp '; facult
National scholarship, to stimulate a . y )
. Mrs. : ) council based on
Junior . desire to render service, to | Students meet quarterly or ag .
Singletary . I outstanding
Honor promote leadership, to develompmeeded to meet the mission qf$10 \
. Mrs. Gardner scholarship,
Society character, and to encourage | our chapter. : .
Ms. R.Grubbs o . i leadership, service,
good citizenship in our middlg character. and
school students. o iy
citizenship
Mrs.
. The 4-H Club encourages
McCranie students to be positive role
4-H Club Mrs. Roth . P . Participate in various projectg
models in the school and in " $10
Mrs. Kothe . and/or competitions
Mrs. the community, and fosters
Davidson leadership skills.
$25 dues
Students will participate in includes
monthly meetings; Meetto | FBLAT-
prepare for competitive shirt Must maintain conduct
FBLA events; Fall Rally in October | National de of E or S and
(Future To promote personal growth ’ - | and State| 9rade ofE or san
Business and leadership development (Perry), Leadership conferen ’egues and| '€mainin good
Mrs. Fobbus 1P P in November (Athens), State academic standing to
Leaders of through Business and . a articipate in trips and
America) Computer Science Education Conference in March nominal | P&TICP P
(Macon); March of Dimes, | startup | VS
community and school service fee for
projects. the
chapter.
Attend meetings twice per month; $15
Creek Crafters Mrs. Travler To show school spirit through artsdo research for themes, and to dues: Must maintain a
- 1ray and crafts decorate the' 7", and & grade $10 shirt conduct grade of E or §
halls according to a theme.
The Partner’s Club is a club that
brings students together to help | Christmas toy drive, coffee sale, Attend daily and hel
Partner's Club| Mrs. Rigdon | our special friends with collecting dog food for the animall $0 ith s ec'a)ll needs P
Mrs. Gay academics, socializing, and shelter, making cards for troops 2{' derFl)ts !
service projects u
. Ms. Chapman | To foster a love of reading . Must read competition
Rea_lq;nagmBowl Mr. Jolley Mrs. | through participation in the Hele S:;gt?géz will meet weekly for books and attend
McCranie Ruffin Reading Bowl competitior!r P ) practices regularly
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Attendance at MCMS

Research shows that there is a direct correlatietwleen student achievement and school attendance.
It is, therefore, most important that studentsrbgschool unless there are legitimate reasons wdy st
be absent. Georgia law allows for student absetades excused only for the following reasons:

personal illness

illness in immediate family

death in family

recognized religious holidays

absences mandated by other government agengissch as a court order
serving as a legislative page (students aretaally counted present for this)

ogkrwnE

No other absence from class will be considered se@u Students will be counted absent even if biserece
is excused, except in case of #6. Students coh thigls or officially sanctioned instructional tsijprganized
by the school will also be counted present. Aaitidvho is absent from school for any portion sthool
day must have a written excuse for the absence tinerparent or guardian. School officials willthe
determine if the absence is excusable, using teores listed above as guidelindfsa student is absent
and does not bring a written excuse within three dgs of his return to school, the absence will be
considered unexcused.

Parents can apply for an unexcused, but prearraaiggzhce in instances where it is absolutely naogésr
the family to be out of townThis must be done prior to the absence by sendiatiex to the Principal
explaining the reason for the child’s impendingetie In so doing, a student will be allowed to make u
work missed.

5
The Houston County Board of Education adopted a newttendance policy for
elementary and middle school students beginning witthe 2000-2001 school year.

Attendance Policy
Three unexcused tardies and/or early dismissal<wiilstitute one absence.
Note: Excuses for tardies and early dismissals aredh®e as for absences: personal illness,
illness in immediate family, death in family, rabgs holiday, or a court order. In order to bempoted to
the next grade a student must be present 95% asttiwol year. Students
who miss more thah8 daysduring the year will be retained.

Tardy Policy
The student will need to check in with the office an y time he/she arrives at school after 7:30
A.M.. If a student arrives late, he or she must brin g a note signed by a parent stating the
reason for the late arrival. The student will recei  ve an excused pass to class. If a student
arrives late without a parent note, he or she willr  eceive an unexcused tardy pass to class.
Remember: Three unexcused tardies constitutes one absence.
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Early Dismissal

Procedure:
1. Student presents note stating reason for dismissal
homeroom.
2. Student sign-out, stating destination and receives
3. Student shows early dismissal slip to the teacher a

lobby.

4. If student returns, he/she signs-in and receives ad
*To be counted present, students must be present fo r half of his/her classes.
**Students will only be dismissed to custodial pare
***Emergency release forms, to expedite this proces s, are available in the office upon your request.

signed by parents to office BEFORE

early dismissal slip indicating dismissal time.
t departure time and waits in office/front

mittance slip.

nts unless the parents has designated otherwise.

D<;%<7; = I< <W<7;
#
8 $
$ 2 All referrals will result in a phone call home and/or written notification.
o=* (- 0%%. ,+"-*-/(-1 % (,,--
# $ $ 'S/
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$ ( $ \ # &
#.1 % /| 6 # $
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#
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LEVEL | 1% office referral | 2" office referral | 3" office referral | 4™ office referral
Examples 3 days lunch 5 days lunch 2 hr. after school | 5 days ISS
- Gum detention detention detention or 3
Failure to turn in days ISS
homework
Dress code
Unauthorized location
Failure to follow
standard procedures
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Unprepared for class
Horseplay

Class disruption ISS the rest of the| ISS the rest of the| 3 days ISS or 5 days ISS or
day; day; 5 days lunch 5 days ISS 3 days home
3 or 5 days of detention or 3 depending on suspension
lunch detention | days of ISS severity depending on
depending on depending on severity
severity severity
2 hour after 2 hour after schoo| 2 hour after 2 hour after school

Failure to complete
homework and/or

school detention

detention for

school detention

detention for every

devices

* disruption of class caused
by electronic device will
result in assignment to ISS

to parent if not on
3 days ISSif the
phone is on or
being used
(texting, calling ,
camera)

classwork for every three every three for every three three signatures
signatures signature signatures
)
LEVEL II 1% office referral | 2" office referral | 3" office referral | 4" office referral
Examples ISS the rest of the| 3 days ISS or 5 days ISS or 5 days home
- Substantial disruption of| day; 5 days ISS 3 days home suspension
class 5 days lunch depending on suspension possible long term
Skipping class (on detention or 3 severity depending on suspension
campus) days of ISS severity
Profanity depending on
Inappropriate displays of Severity
public affection
Malicious teasing 5 days lunch 3 days ISS 5 days ISS Home suspensia
detention
Possession of electronig taken up/released| 5 days ISS 5 days ISS 3 days home

Academic dishonesty

No credit given

No credit given +
3 days ISS

No credit given +
5 days ISS

No credit given +
home suspension

LEVEL Il 1% office referral | 2" office referral | 3 office referral | 4™ office referral
Examples 3 days ISS 5 days ISS 10 days ISS/ | 3/5 days home
- Disrespect 3 days home Administrative
Aggressive behavior discretion
Defiance
Computer Misuse
Forgery 3 days ISS 5 days ISS Recommendati

Skipping (off campus)
Possession of fireworks
Possession/use of
tobacco

for expulsion

24

5




Defacing school
property

3 days ISS/Notify
law enforcement

5 days ISS/Notify
law enforcement

Recommendation
for
expulsion/Notify
law enforcement

Harassment/bullying
*Sexual Harassment

5 days ISS-
Recommendation
for expulsion
Based on severity

Home suspension
Recommendation
for expulsion

Based on severity

Immediate
suspension,
recommendation
for expulsion

Fighting
Theft
Gang related activity

5 days ISS/
Law enforcement
notified

10 days ISS/
Law enforcement
Notified

3 days home
suspension/

law enforcement
notified

Recommendation
for expulsion

Student use of teacher

Recommendation

workstation for expulsion c
o)
Chronic discipline Recommenaation

problems

for expulsion

LEVEL Il
(continued)

1% office referral

2" office referral

3 office referral

4" office referral

Possession and/or
distribution of drugs
Possession and/or
distribution of look alike
drugs and or prescriptio
or over-the-counter
drugs

Weapon or dangerous
instrument

Assault on staff or
student

Terroristic threats and
acts

Pulling the fire alarm,
falsely calling 911,
bomb threat

Recommendation
for expulsion

Law enforcement
notified

h

Recommendation
for expulsion

Law enforcement
notified

64

Internet Policy and Usage

Mossy Creek Middle School recognizes the importance of having access to the
Internet for our students. We follow the guidelines

given us by the Houston

County School Board. Students need to have a permiss ion form signed by a

parent on file. This form, once on file,

doesn't need to be renewed each school

year. If a parent wishes to change the status of use and not allow their child to
use the Internet, they must notify the office.

We currently employ Cyber Patrol as our screening software  and our teachers and
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staff members closely monitor the use. Even with thes e precautions, students may come upon an
inappropriate web site. If the student comes upon an  inappropriate web site, he or she is to notify
the teacher/staff member of such site immediately.  Deliberate inappropriate use of the

Internet will result in disciplinary action.

Gator Discipline Card

In order to involve our students and parents éndiscipline process, each student will be giv&ator
Discipline Card at the beginning of the school yaad at the beginning of®semester. This card will be in the front of
their agenda (an example is below). The teach#rsise this discipline card to help remind studeot the expected
behavior at Mossy Creek (this includes failureamplete assignments). Each time a student faiislow the
expected discipline and/or fail to complete assignts, the student will receive a signature fromaher. Once a
student receives 6 signatures on his/her cardgbatior and/or 3 signatures for failure to compbstsignments, he/she
will be referred to the office. After school detent will be Monday, Tuesday and Thursday from 21%0p4:50pm.
Students that receive no signatures will be rewddiéh free time each 3, 6 and 9 week period.
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* i# BC&
@ :HEH#O09%,;#(FM#:&?:G F& 90 9:F9 %??#.09# (%;9#
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Teachers may hold  Team Detention as a consequence in the steps of their team’s

discipline plan. Team Detention s different from Detention assigned by the office
% 5 ( 2( 3
" 4 ‘ 2'3
#
*
#
#

Student Dress Code

We believe that student dress should not be distrac ting to student learning. Mossy Creek Middle Schoo |
is a very safe school; to maintain that standard, w e prohibit some clothing styles. Determination of
appropriateness is at the discretion of the adminis trative staff. In addition to county school dress  policy

Mossy Creek Middle School enforces the following( E @@
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Crossing this river is difficult: it means leaving behind some of your own ideas”
Dick Raymo 5

Transportation: Bus Policy and Suspensions
We believe all students can behave appropriately an d | 5= safely while riding
on a school bus. We cannot allow student behavior what %‘\Qll would impair the
ability of the bus driver to carry out his/her duti  es while driving the bus. In
order to insure the safety of our students ridingt he bus, the following rules (but
not limited to) must be observed on the bus:

Respect yourself and the rights of others.

Follow the driver’s directions the first time they are given.

Stay in your seat.

Keep all parts of your body and all objects in the bus.

Pushing, shoving, or fighting is not allowed.

Eating, drinking, chewing gum, smoking, or spitting is not allowed

If a student exhibits disruptive behavior, the driv  er will notify the parents immediately in an
attempt to solve the problem at that level. Howeve r, if the student chooses to break the same
or another rule, the following consequences will ap  ply:

1st reported incident: School official, parent, and driver conference. A
suspension from the bus for minimum of three days
will follow if the parent fails to attend the
conference. A contract will be executed between th e
students, parents, and school administrator.

2nd reported incident:  five days off bus.

3rd reported incident:  ten days off bus.

4th reported incident;  off bus for the remainder of the school year.
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A student may be suspended from the bus for 1-10 da ys on the first report if the principal
determines the incident warrants suspension. Fort he following offenses (but not limited to)
even though there may be no other bus reports, cons equences begin at the third report level:

Disrespect of driver, monitor, or administrator*
Fighting*

Vandalism*

Possession of tobacco*

PwbdpE

In other behavior such as possession of weapons or drug or severe disrespect of the driver, the
student will be suspended from the bus for the rema inder of the year.

* Behavior will also receive the appropriate diggos of time in ISS.

“*Our Mascot”

School Colors : Black and Gold

%% &' # () * %$+++
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Student Schedule Page - Use this page to record your children’s teachers.

Class Schedule: Locker #

Teacher Time

Homeroom Teacher

Language Arts

Math

Science
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Social Studies

Advisement

Connections

Connections

Lunch
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